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‘A NEW-YEAR’s ADDRESS 
to the Readers of the Connecti- 
cut Evangelical Magazine. 


‘ HROUGH thy _indul- 
‘ gence, O my Gop! I 
¢ am brought to the commence- 
‘ment of another year. My 
‘ forfeited life hath been length- 
¢ ened out, while thousands have 
¢ been called to sleep the sleep of 
‘death. My first duty lies in 
‘acknowledging thy superin- 
‘ tending care and merciful pro- 
 vidence,which have been effec- 
‘tual for my preservation. To 
‘thee I am under infinite obli- 
‘ gations, and in thy service I 
‘ ought most constantly and assi- 
‘ duously to be employed. May 
‘1 now consider the end for 
‘ which I was made—for which 
¢ I am continued in life, supplied 
‘with so many blessings, and 
‘rendered capable of so much 
‘actual service. I am not to 
‘neglect or misimprove the 
‘ price put into my hands, but 
‘give all diligence to make 
‘ my calling and election sure, 
* endeavor to be useful while I 
‘have opportunity, work dili- 








‘ gently while the day lasts, and 
‘ strive to obtain a place among 
‘ those who are wise unto salva- 
¢ tion.’ 

Thus the Editor hopes his 
readers will usher in the New- 
born Year, and let their first 
thoughts rise to God who hath 
been his and their merciful pre- 
server—who is opening to them 
afresh the means of religious in- 
tercourse, and giving them op- 
portunity to pursue their wont- 
ed employment of monthly in- 
struction. It is to be hoped 
that every reader will be led to 
such reflections as the occasion 
may seem evidently to require, 
and which are rendered familiar 
by a retrospective view of scenes 
which are past. Many names 
which were lately recorded a- 
mong the enlighteners and re- 
formers of our age, are now to 
be found written on the annals 
of death ; and many who have 
been among the serious and dili- 
gent readers of our periodical 
effusions, have long since been 
numbered with the silent dead. 
The contemplation is at once 
solemn and momentous; that we 
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who now fill their places, and 
succeed them in the business of 
writing and reading, must short- 
ly give place to others, and be 
among those whom the lone- 
some grave will embosom. Are 
we prepared for the scenes) 
which will follow, and can we 
comfort ourselves with the hope 
that it will be our happy lot to 
give up our account with joy 
and not with grief ?—-The writer 
feels himself constrained to say | 
to all the friends and patrons of 
the Magazine, that his utmost 
exertions are due to meet them, 
with a seasonable and profitable 
address—such as will justify the 
hope that they will not be inat- 
tentive, and that his labor will 
not be in vain. If to diffuse the 
knowledge of Christian truths— 
to illustrate and defend the doc- 
trines of grace—to awaken a 
spirit of serious enquiry—to fur- 
nish matter for serious and pro- 
fitable conversation—to beget a 
reverence for experimental and 
practical religion—to raise the 
tone of individual and public vir- 
tue—to disseminate the seeds of 
evangelical purity—to multiply 
the consolations of faith—to stop 
the mouths of gainsayers—to 
strengthen the advocates of vital 
piety—to give courage and ani- 
mation to the friends of “ pure 
religion,” be an object worthy 
of regard, the writer hopes that 
his effort at this time will not 
fail of contributing in some of 
these ways, to the glory of God 
and the best good of his fellow- 
men. He hath been spared as 
a monument of God’s mercy 
for many years, and desires thut 
while he remains in this vale of 
mortality ; while he inhabits 
this tabernacle of flesh, he may 
be permitted for once, through 





the medium of the press, and on 
the earliest pages of the Maga- 
zine, to address himself affec- 
tionately to those who are his 
fellow travellers to the grave. 
My dear friends, who are 
mostly strangers to me, but 
whom I expect shorily to meet 
at the bar of Gon, are you wil- 
ling I should admonish you of 
the approaching event, and stir 
up your pure minds by way 
of remembrance of the things 
which belong to your everlast- 
ing peace ? I mean not to trifle, 
neither to be vain nor assuming 
in this interview. With diffi- 
dence and modesty, yet with 
plainness and honesty, I desire 
to speak. Are you prepared 
for the scene which mast inevi- 
tably and very shortly open up- 
on both you and me ?-—I have 
lived comfortably through the 
successive seasons and changes 
of the past year; but I stand 
with trembling on the portals of 
this new and opening year, while 
I contemplate the probable e- 
vents with which it is pregnant. 
The spirit that worketh in the 
children of disobedience hath 
hurried them on the past year 
to many calamitous scenes, and 
the prospect is still ominous in 
regard to its future and direful 
reign. There is reason to ex- 
pect that thousands will be com- 
pelled to range the fields of deso- 
lation, and rush on a premature 
death. The reflection some- 
times comes with overwhelm- 
ing weight upon my mind.— 
What becomes of these mighty 
hosts that are slain upon the 
high places ? and what must be 
both the iniquity and punish- 
ment of their guilty leaders ?— 
But I check the painful enquiry, 
and turn my thoughts inward on 





1811.) 


myself while I am unable to 
gather consolation from any oth- 
er guarter but from the consid- 
eration that * Zhe Lord reign- 
eth.” This silences my com- 
plaint and calms the agitation 
of my mind. Yet still I am 
restless in regard to my own 
condition. If, reader, thou art 
quiet, and dost feel no laboring 
doubts-~no anxious fears—no 
want of hope and confidence— 
no fruitless struggles after as- 
surance, but canst felicitate thy- 
self as a new born child of God, 
and an adopted child of glory, I 
cannot fail of admiring and cov- 
eting thy enviable attainments 
in grace ; and, though I mourn 
in darkness, yet must learn to 
rejoice in thy consolation. This 
year may bring us both to the 
end of our race, and usher in 
the decision which shall fix our 
eternal state. Can it be amiss 
to enquire whether we are suita- 


bly occupied in our master’s 
work, and whether we are a- 
mong those who have oil in their 
vessels with their lamps ? I 
really consider this one of the 
most interesting enquiries which 
can be the companion of our 


days. And, I think, on the pre- 
sent occasion, while entering 
upon a new portion of time, it 
merits peculiar and most serious 
attention. Not Jess than five in 
the ministerial department— 
some in civil life, and numbers 
in the common walks of this 
tumultuous and changing scene, 
have gone down to the abodes 
of death. “ Who maketh thee 
to differ ?” is an enquiry which 
must here strike with force the 
contemplative mind of every 
survivor, Why am I spared, 
and my neighbor, my friend— 
it may be, my parent, my bro- 
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ther, my companion, and my 
choicest relative is taken away ? 
Answer me to this enquiry, and 
I will tell why I urge you with 
so much earnestness to an im- 
mediate consideration of your 
state. It may be that among 
thé readers of this Magazine, 
and even those who are delight- 
ed with some of its lessons, 
there are those who feel no con- 
viction that they are born of 
God, or have any ground to hope 
in his favor. May I be permit- 
ted to summon these to the bar 
of their own consciences, and 
confer with them on the inter- 
esting concerns of their souls? 

My friends, you and I must 
soon have done with all oppor- 
tunities and means in this world 
—our probationary state will ere 
long be at a close, and our state 
will be fixed for ever. Can we 
do better than so to number our 
days as to apply our hearts unto 
wisdom? What hast thou to 
do, O my soul, of greater con- 
sequence than “prepare to meet 
thy God ?”—Sooner or later the 
summons will arrive, and, tre- 
mendous is the thought ! when 
the summons arrives, thou must 
obey. 

Let the unconverted who have 
hitherto delayed their soul-con- 
cerns be awakened, and forth- 
with commence the all-impor- 
tant business of working out 
their own salvation. The en- 
couragement is great, it is am- 
ple—it is glorious. Experience, 
and experience alone, will teach 
you the pertinency and sufficien- 
cy of it. In these words behold 
it, * For it is God which work- 
eth in you both to will and to 
do of his good pleasure.” If 
you lay hold of this encourage- 
ment, and appropriate this help, 
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I dare insure you success, and 
will be sponsor for your safety. 
Yea, the great God himself will 
be your everlasting shield, your 
sure defence, and your satisfy- 
ing portion. Come, then, apply 
to the God of mercy—renounce 
all other hope, and all other 
help—venture your souls in the 
arms of his love—trust in his 
infinite faithfulness and power : 
then not all the rage and malice 
of devils can annoy you—against 
you the gates of heli shall not 
frevail, and you will triumph 
in an exaltation which shall 
place you beyond the reach of 
all your enemics, and which 
shall fill you with the most live- 
ly and transporting exultation in 
the presence of God and the 
Lamb. 

Consider what have been the 
actions which have marked the 
progress of your days the past 
year. Have you been attentive 
to the “ one thing needful ?” 
Have you made any progress in 
the knowledge of God and di- 
vine things ? Have you formed 
any resolutions, or made any 
efforts at amendment? Have 
you lived another year, and are 
you now “ without God in the 
world ?” YI am solicitous you 
should look into this matter and 
come to a speedy decision. You 
are acting every day for eterni- 
ty, and you are drawing, cvery 
moment, nearer to the grave. 
Perhaps you may be justified in 
using the language of the Pa- 
triarch, * There is but a step be- 
tween me and death.” 1 ask 
not what success you have had 
in your worldly business, and 
how your temporal concerns 
have flourished. These I con- 
sider of comparatively little 
consequence. But how have 
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you occupied in your Lord’s 
vineyard, and what improve- 
ment have you made of the day 
and the means of grace? Bles- 
sed be God! some, we have 
reason to believe,have been born 
into the family of Christ, and 
have become heirs of eternal 
life. Have you remained under 
all the cultivations of God’s 
word, providences and spirit as 
adry and barren tree ? Have 
you not reason to fear that you 
are “ nigh unto cursing, whose 
end is to be burned ?” 

Oh, awake to serious reflection, 
before it be for ever too late ! 
«“ Now is the time, the accepted 
time, and the day of salvation.” 
Let not the bible lie by you asa 
useless andneglected book. Let 
not sabbaths and sanctuary pri- 
vileges pass by you unimprov- 
ed. Grieve not the Holy Spi- 
rit. Despise not that grace of 
God which bringeth salvation, 
and hath appeared unto all men. 
Lay hold of the righteousness 
and strength of Jesus Christ. 
Take the kingdom of heaven 
by violence, and rise to the dig- 
ities and comforts of a new and 
holy life. Let no day pass with- 
out visiting your closet, and 
there let the Saviour’s direction 
be your guide, and the Saviour’s 
promise, your hope and your 
comfort. Let the morning and 
evening prayer perfume the do- 
mestic walls and smoke on the 
aliar of your hearts. Let the 
lives which you live here in the 
flesh, be by the faith of the Son 
of God. Look at things unseen 
and eternal. In the midst of 


afllictions endure as seeing him 
who is invisible. Rise above the 
cares, the frowns, the tempta- 
tions and the flatteries of this 
evil world. Be famiiiar with 
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death and the grave—have your 
conversation in heaven—be em- 
ployed in laying up a treasure 
there, and let your hearts be 
there also. 

Whena few more scenes shall 
have passed over your heads, a 
few more duties shall have been 
performed—a few more trials en- 
dured—wu few more conflicts sus- 
tained—a few more pantings 
for deliverance, and a few more 
aspirations after heaven and glo- 
ry shall have contributed to 
ripen you for death, you shall 
depart in peace—this mortal 
shall put on immortality—this 
corruptible shall put on incor- 
ruption, and death shall be 
swallowed upin victory. Trans- 
porting thought ! enlivening 
hope ! beatifying prospect ! 

Reader, may you and i thus 
finish our earthly course with 
joy, shout forth the triumphant 
song of the dying Christian— 
hail the auspicious morn of our 
entrance into glory, for ever to 
adore the wonders of redeeming 
love ! 

Thus prays thy friend, who 
tenders thee his best wishes that 
this may be to thee, in the high- 
est sense, a prosperous and “A 
Happy New Year :” and, if it 
be thy last that it may prove to 
thee emphatically the * year of 
release” from sin and sorrow, 
and the commencement of an 
endless jubilee to thy soul. 

EUBOULOS. 


— 
At what age life is most desired. 
EITHER the young, nor 
the old, whether in a 


state of nature, or of grace, 
are generally so unwilling to go 


“i 
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off from the stage of life and 
action, as the middle-aged. 
Were they, who are now in the 
decline of years, to look back 
and compare their past and pre- 
sent feelings upon this subject, 
they would undoubtedly find, 
that they never had so strong 
an attachment to life, as when 
they were, in their own view, 
in the midst of their days. 
Since that period, many things 
have concurred to wean them, 
more or less, from the world. 
But though mankind are so 
generally and greatly reluctant 
to being taken away in the 
midst of their days; yet this 
reluctance is no security against 
the stroke of death, even in 
that stage of life. God hasa 
sovereign right tocut short our 
days and take us away from ail 
our worldly hopes and pros- 
pects, in the midst of our days. 
It is therefore a truth, which is 
worthy of our serious conside- 
ration— 

That God does, sometimes, 
take away those, who are in the 
meridian of life, though they 
are then the most unwilling to 
die. 

It is neither easy nor neces- 
sary to define the meridian of 
life with great exactness or pre- 
cision. Estimating the whole 
duration of life at three score 
years and ten, we may consider 
all those in the meridian of life, 
who are any where between 
thirty and fifty years of age. 
In these twenty years, mankind 
are generally the most active, 
enterprising and capable of do- 
ing good in the world. And it 
is in this period of iife, that 
they are generally the most at- 
tached to living, and the most 
averse from dying. Generally, 
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it is said; because there may be 
exceptions to this rule. There 
are so many changes in the out- 
ward and inward state of man- 
kind, that some in the more 
early and the more late period 
of life, may be the most unwil- 
ling to die. These things 
being premised, I proceed to 
observe, 

1. That those in the meridian 
of life have the strongest ex- 
pectations of living. They 
have been in deaths oft. They 
have been in danger of losing 
their lives, ever since they can 
remember ; but yet have always 
escaped the arrows of death. 
In a great many instances, they 
have been exposed to accidents 
and have often escaped the acci- 
dents they feared. They may 
have been frequently sick, and 
sometimes dangerously so, and 
yet have happily recovered from 
their sickness. All these re- 
coveries from sickness and es- 
capes from danger have a natur- 
al tendency to create a hope and 
expectation of living, and still 
escaping future dangers and dis- 
eases. Whether their bodily 
constitution be slender, or ro- 
bust, they place more depen- 
dence upon it, in the meridian, 
than any other period of life. 
They have found by experience, 
that they have outlived many, 
who were younger and stronger, 
and perhaps more likely to live, 
in every respect than they. 
And when they look around 
them, they find that much the 
largest class of the living, are 
those like themselves, in the 
Meridian of life. All these 
things are familiar to them, and 
they can easily put them to- 
gether, in order to strengthen 


hopes of living. They are not 
alarmed, like the aged, at the 
shortness of life ; nor like the 
young, at desolating judgments 
and sweeping sickness. No fa- 


‘tal diseases, accidents, or ca- 
‘lamities, which fall upon those 


around them, destroy, but rath- 
er strengthen their hopes of liv- 
ing. Now, the hope of living 
never fails to create an aversion 
todying. ‘Those who have the 
highest hopes of living, always 
have the greatest reluctance to 
leaving the world, in which 
they hope to live. Whatever 
the hope of living may be foun- 
ded upon, whether the prospect 
of doing, or enjoying good, 
that hope must render death a 
disagreeable event. And since 
those in the meridian of life 
commonly cherish the strongest 
hopes of living, they are gen- 
erally, of all persons, the most 
unwilling to die and relinquish 
all their earthly prospects and 
designs, 

2. Those in middle life 
sometimes wish to do a great 
deal more good in the world, 
This was undoubtedly the de- 
sire and design of David. 
Though he had defeated the ar- 
my of the Philistines, and pre- 
served the nation from a dan- 
gerous war, while but a strip- 
ling ; yet he still desired to 
serve his generation much lon- 
ger, by the will of God. When 
seated on the throne of Israel, he 
had an opportunity, if his life was 
spared, to promote the best inter- 
ests of a large kingdom. This 
made him deprecate being taken 
away in the midst of his days. 
Paul was in a strait betwixt two, 
having a desire to live and a de- 
sire to leave the world. If he 





and confirm their pleasing 


had had only a desire to die, he 
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would not have been ina straight 
betwixt two. But he had a de- 
sire to live as well as to die ; 
and he says his desire to live 
arose from a desire to do good. 
This desire arises to the high- 
est degree of ardor and vigor in 
the breasts of good men, in the 
meridian of life, when they 
have the most clear, just and 
extensive view of things, and 
feel the most capable of promo- 
ting the glory of God and the 
good of mankind. And this 
desire of living and doing good 
never fails to create a propor- 
tionable degree of unwilling- 
ness to leave the world in the 
midst of their days. We find 
pious persons in the decline of 
life, very often express a will- 
ingness to die, because they 
have, in their own apprehen- 
sion, if not in the view of oth- 
ers, nearly or quite outlived 
their usefulness. And when 
this is the case, itis a good rea- 
son, why they should be more 
willing to be dismissed from 
their labors, and have liberty 
to enter into that rest. which is 
reserved for the faithful. While 
on the other hand, pious youths 
and young men are uncon- 
scious of the good they shall 
be able to do, when they arrive 
at the meridian of life. They 
have neither tried their abilities, 
nor extended their views, nor 
raised their expectations of 
doing much good in the world ; 
and therefore can be more easi- 
ly reconciled to being taken 
away, in the morning of a life, 
‘ which has not been very exten- 
sively useful. But when the 
pious and benevolent are in the 
midst of their days, and of their 
hopes and desires of doing good, 
their feelings are different in re- 
Vor. IV. No. 1. 
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spect of dying. The prospect 
of leaving the world and all 
opportunities of promoting the 
temporal and spiritual good of 
their fellow men, makes them 
more unwilling, than ever they 
were, to be tuken away in the 
midst of their days. Nature 
and grace unite in giving them 
a peculiar reluctance to dying, 
and going off the stage of ac- 
tion, before they have fully 
gratified their benevolent fee- 
lings. 

3. Those inthe meridian of life 
very often wish to enjoy more 
good in the world. Mankind 
generally have the most promis- 
ing prospect of worldly prospe- 
rity in the midst of their days. 
When we read the history of 
the good and bad kings of Israel, 
we findthem at the zenith of 
their glory, in the midst of their 
lives. This was the case of 
David and Solomon, the morn- 
ing and evening of whose lives 
were dark and cloudy. This 
was the case of Pompey, Czsar 
and Cicero, and most of the Ro- 
manemperors. And this is the 
case of men of all stations and 
characters in life. Few arrive 
to the height of their prosperi- - 
ty, till they have reached the 
meridian of their days. So long 
as men are rising in wealth, in 
honor, or power, their prospects 
are brightening ; and the pros- — 
perous commonly do rise in 
these respects, until they have 
passed the meridian of life, but 
seldom any longer. It is, there- 
fore, in this period, that they 
most sensibly dread the ap- 
proach of death, which must 
totally destroy all their pros- 
pects of worldly prosperity, and 
lay all their earthly glory in the 
dust. Very few of mankind 
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experimentally learn the vani- 
ty of the world until late 
in life, when they find that it 
has blasted their unreasonable 
hopes and designs. It is in the 
midst of their days, and at the 
height of their prosperity, that 
they form the most unjust esti- 
mation of earthly happiness ; 
and of consequence feel the 
greatest aversion to being de- 
prived of it, by the stroke of 
death. Neither the young nor 
the old have such promising 
prospects as the middle aged, 
nor such a thirst for worldly 
good, and of course do not value 
the present life sohigh. This 
is one reason, why those in the 
midst of their days are ofall per- 
sons the most unwilling to have 
their lives, their hopes and all 
their temporal good destroyed 
by the hand of death. 

4. Those in the meridian of 
life are the most intimately and 
extensively connected with their 
fellow men. These connec- 
tions are the principal sources 
of human happiness in the pre- 
sent life, and often render it ex- 
tremely desirable. The circle 
of friends, relatives and ac- 
quaintance commonly expands 
wider and wider, till they have 
completed the meridian of life, 
and then they gradually dimin- 
ish, till the aged are left almost 
alone, in the midst of a new 
world, who know them not. 
There is nothing, perhups, in 
the present state, which so sen- 
sibly endears life, and so strong- 
ly draws the affections to it, as 
those tender ties, which unite 
the hearts and hands and inter- 
ests of individuals to each oth- 
er. These tender ties are often 
dissolved one after another, be- 
fore the aged are taken away, 
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which frequently renders death 
to them more desirable than 
life. But the case is far other- 
wise with those in the midst of 
their days. ‘They are frequent- 
ly surrounded by rising and nu- 
merous families, connected with 
: large circle of warm and affec- 
tionate friends, and deeply inter- 
ested in the affairs and concerns 
of the world. Itis in this peri- 
od, that the views of men are 
enlarged, their relative duties 
increased, and their public in- 
fluence widely extended. The 
cares not only of a family, but 
of a smaller or larger commu- 
nity are devolved upon them, 
and they feel deeply interested 
in the prosperity and happiness 
of both church and state. ‘hese 
are circumstances peculiar to 
those in the meridian of life, 
and all conspire to render them 
averse from leaving those, whose 
welfare lies so near their hearts. 
How often do these things 
cause pious parents, affectionate 
friends, faithful ministers and 
good rulers to regret being tak- 
en away in the midst of their 
days, and separated from all 
those whom they hold most dear 
and valuable in life. 

5. Those in the meridian of 
life are often unwilling to die, be- 
cause they have not accomplish- 
ed the designs they have form- 
ed, nor obtained the objects 
which they have long andardent- 
ly pursued. The young form 
very few important designs, and 
the aged have nearly or quite 
accomplished theirs. In the 
decline of life, men common- 
ly lose their enterprising spirit, 
and cease to seek great things 
ior themselves or others, and 
endeavor to draw all their pur- 








poses imto a narrow compass, 
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and rest satisficd with their pre- 
sent attainments. But those in 
the prime of life and vigor of 
their days, expand their desires 
like the waves of the sea, and 
exert all their mental powers to 
lay new plans, to effect new ob- 
jects, and to put forth new ex- 
ertion to accomplish their wish- 
es. They look a great way for- 
ward, and form designs, which 
must take many years to carry 
into effect. Their hearts are 
bound up in their darling de- 
signs and pursuits. They ar- 
dently desire to live to accom- 
plish their purposes. which must 
be entirely defeated, if they are 
called away by death. This 
Job lamented in the days of his 
distress, and to his own appre- 
hension drawing to a close, he 
said, “ My days are past. my 
purposes are broken off, even 
the thoughts of my _ heart.” 
How many have left their farms 
uncultivated, their houses un- 
finished, their merchandize in- 
volved, their literary works un- 
completed, and their families 
and fiiends unprovided for, by 
being called away in the midst 
of their days. Death in such 
cases falls upon men in an evil 
time, as Solomon observes of 
those, who die suddenly and un- 
expectedly in the meridian of 
life. And where do we find 
those of this age, who are not 
deeply engaged in some worldly 
purpose, or pursuit, and who 
would not be very reluctant to 
leaving their designs unfinished, 
and the objects of their pursuits 
unattained ? The middle aged 
are generally too busy, to be 
willing to die ; but are, of all 
persons, the most reluctant to 
jeaving the world. 

6. Those in the midst of 
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their days are more unwilling 
to die, than others, because 
they are more unfit. ‘This is 
commonly the case, whether 
they are saints or sinners, 
When saints are the most in- 
volved in the cares and concerns 
of the world, they are then the 
most unfit to leave it, and com- 
monly feel so. They find they 
have not set their souls, nor their 
houses in order, so as to be prac- 
tically prepared to leave this, 
for another world. It is gene- 
rally in the meridian of life, that 
good men are in the greatest 
decline in religion. When they 
are young, they are all awake 
and alive to divine things, but 
the cares and love of the world, 
as they advance towards the me- 
ridian of life, very often cool 
their religious fervor, damp 
their religious hopes, weaken 
their religious exertions, and 
greatly diminish their religious 
enjoyments. They feel a grea- 
ter attachment to temporal, and 
a less attachment to spiritual 
and heavenly objects. They 
are much more unfit, and more 
unwilling to die, than they were 
in their earlier days. And in 
respect to sinners, they find 
their worldly views and affec- 
tions grow stronger and stronger, 
as they approach nearer and 
nearer to the meridian of life.— 
Thecareless become careful, the 
idle become industrious, the in- 
dustrious become more labori- 
ous, and the enterprising more 
ardent and indefatigable in their 
worldly pursuits. Their hearts 
are more glued to the world than 
ever. And all these views and 
feelings unfit them for death, 
and create a peculiar aversion to 
dying. We find that the me- 
ridian of life is often very dif- 
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ferent from the beginning and 
close of it, both in good and 
bad men. We often find Chris- 
tians brighten up, in the decline 
of life, who had been quite 
cold and lifeless in the midst of 
their days of vigor and prospe- 
rity. And on the other side, we 
often find, that those who had 
been the most stupid among sin- 
ners, In the days of their vig- 
or and activity, become far 
more serious, und disposed to 
think about death and eternity 
in the ceciinc of life. But 
while saints or sinners are in 
the midst of their days, and 
borne forward by the wind and 
tide of prosperity, they are gen- 
erally quite indisposed to think 
much about death, and suil 
more averse from meeting it. 
There are many things, as we 
have seen, which concur to 


make them, of all persons, the 


most unwilling todie. But yet, 
notwithstanding all their re- 
Juctance to dying, God does 
sometimes take them away in 
the midst of their days. It is 
true indced that God more sel- 
dom takes away the middle 
aged, than either those who 
have not reached, or those who 
have passed 
life. Much the largest portion 
of the human race die before 
they have arrived to thirty years 
of age; and the next largest 
portion die, after they have 
arrived to fifty. But between 
ihirty and fifty the smallest 
number of mankind go off from 
the stage of action and return 
to dust. This may be owing 
both to natural and moral caus- 
es. In the meridian of life the 
hodily constitution is generally 
the most robust and firm, and 
Jeast exposed to fatal disor- 


Ai whai age life is most desired. 


the meridian of 
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ders. The moral cause may be, 
that Ged has the most occasion 
for the exertions of mankind, in 
the vigor of their mental and 
bodily powers and faculties — 
He employs human agents in 
carrying on most of his provi- 
dental dcsigns. He has occa- 
sion for strong men, bold men, 
wise men, and enterprising men, 
to carry into éxecution Lis wise 
and holy purposes. Hence he 
preserves such men, In particu- 
lar, from the stroke of death, 
until they have cone the work, 
which he has for them to do, in 
the present state of the world. 
And perhaps their very reluct- 
ance to dying is sometimes a 
motive with a merciful God, to 
spare them fiom going down to 
the grave in the midst of their 
days. It seems that David’s 
desire and prayer for life, was 
heard and answered. So was 
Hezekiah’s in a similar case.— 
He who regards the young rav- 
ens when they cry, may regard 
the cries both of his friends and 
his foes, when they plead for 
sparing mercy. But still God 
Goes take away some in the 
midst of their days, notwith- 
standing their peculiar reluct- 
ance to leaving the world. He 
has done this, in ten thousand 
instances in time past; and he 
has not restrained himself from 
doing it in ume to come, by any 
promise or encouragement he 
has given the middle-aged in 
his word. He has reserved their 
lives, as well as the lives of all 
others, in his holy and sove- 
reign hand. Though they may 
resolve to go to their farms or 
merchancize, though they thay 
suy, * To-day or to-morrow we 
will go into sucha city,and con- 
tinue there a year, and buy, and 
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sell and get gain ;” though they 
lay schemes for future weaith, 
power, or grandeur ; yet they 
know not what shall be on the 
morrow, for their life, like a va- 
por, may vanish in a moment, 
and death puta final period to 
all their presumptuous hopes 
and expectations. God may see 
good reasons for thus suddenly 
and unexpectedly cutting shore 
the lives of men in the midst 
of their days. Their lotting | 
upon life, putting far away the 
evil day, and crying peace and 
safety, may be a reason in the 
Givine mind, for shortening 
their days, and disappointing | 
their desires, designs and pur- 
suits. God may see that they 
have forgotten and forsaken | 
him, or determined to live to | 
themselves instead cf living | 
to him and seeking his glo- 
ry. But when there is no rea- 
son for taking away the mid- 
die aged, on their on account, 
there may be reason on account 
of others, who may receive 
great and lasting benefit from 
their death. The deaths of the 
middle aged are uncommonly 
alarming and instructive, and 
therefore, such may be taken 
away for the saving good of the 
living, especially those of the 
same age inlife. For these or 
some other reasons which we 
know not, God does sometimes 
cut down the most tall and flour- 
ishing, and even faithful trees 
in his garden. Thus God took 
away the infatuated Saul, and 
the lovely Jonathan, the aspiring 
Absalom, and the pious Josiah, 
in the midst of their days. And 
he is still of one mind, and who 
can turn him? And what his 
wisdom and goodness dictate he 
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hopes and fears, the prayers and 
cries, and all the efforts of sinful 
and erring mortals. Behold, 
he taketh away, who can hinder 
him ? Who will say unto him, 
What doest thou ?” It becomes 
us both dying and living to say, 
“It is the Lord; let him do 
what seemeth good in his 
sight.” L. S. 


es 
Constancy in Prayer. 


RAYER is essential to the 
existence of divine knowl- 
edge, holy affections and spiritu- 
al enjoyments. Prayer is the 
easiest and quickest way to gain 
strength in weakness, support 
in distress, comfort in trouble, 
triumph in temptation, and di- 
rection in every uncertainty and 
difficulty. By constant prayer 
a person gains great knowledge 
and enlarged experience in this 
duty. Knowledge and experi- 
ence increase the delight that is 
found in looking unto God. A 
cheerful confidence in God en- 
sures the success of our peti- 
tions. Constancy in prayer ren- 
ders the duty easy as well as suc- 
cessful. It also greatly pleases 
God. “ The prayer of the up- 
right is his delight.” By the . 
censtant and believing supplica- 
tions of his people God is great- 
ly honored. He says, * Call 
upon me in the day of trouble ; 
I will answer thee and thou shalt 
glorify me.” God also pro- 
mises whatever is asked in pray- 
er. The Lord Jesus Christ 
says—“ Verily, verily, I say un- 
to you, Whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my name, he will 
give it you.” If there were not 
the plainest and best reasons 
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for constant prayer, Christians 
would not be required always:to 
pray. But they are required to 
pray without ceasing. They are 
required always to pray and not 
to faint. hey are required to 
watch unto prayer, and to con- 
tinue instant in prayer. They 
are required to pray always with 
all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit, and to watch unto it 
with all perseverance and sup- 
plication for all saints.—And 
now does ahy person desire to 
know how he may obey these 
gracious requirements of the 
Holy Spirit ? 

For this purpose be careful 
to learn the nature and design 
of prayer. Reflect upon its 
benefits. Realize the obligation 
and the necessity of abundant 
and incessant prayer. Discover 
and remove whatever hinders 
your constancy and success in 
calling upon God. In no place, 


and at no time, suffer your heart 
to depart from the living God, 
and so to lose a tender and joy- 
ful sense of his presence and fa- 


vor. Especially, if you would 
be constant in prayer, expressly 
engage to do so, and bind your- 
self to the duty. So did the 
Psalmist. He says to God— 
“unto thee willI pray.” Again 
he says—* Evening, morning, 
and at noon will I pray and cry 
aloud.” And again, “ I will call 
upon him as long as I live.” 
No person will be constant in 
prayer, unless he fully, express- 
ly and solemnly engages always 
to pray. Every person ought to 
make such an engagement in 
such a manner. And every one, 
who truly prays, will readily 
engage to pray as long as he 
lives. If then you would be 
constant in prayer, give yourself 
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to this duty. Having engaged 
to pray with all prayer and with- 
out ceasing, then be always pre- 
pared to pray by constant medi- 
tation. By keeping your heart 
in holy meditation upon divine 
subjects, be ever prepared to 
make known your requests unto 
God. Meditate upon your own 
character, circumstances and 
necessities. Meditate upon the 
concerns of your family and all 
your temporal interests. Me- 
ditate upon the concerns of the 
church ; upon the trials, and 
enemies, and ufflictions, and ne- 
cessities of the people of God. 
Meditate upon the character 
and condition of worldly people ; 
their ignorance and stupidity ; 
their delusions and hypocrisy. 
Devoutly observe and improve 
the daily occurrences of divine 
Providence. Meditate upon all 
the glorious objects which are 
placed before your eyes by the 
sweet and,pleasant light of di- 
vine truth. Meditate upon the 
divine glories of Emmanuel and 
his intimate and endearing rela- 
tion to his faithful, chosen and 
blessed people. Meditate upon 
all the past conduct of God, up- 
on what he is now doing, and 
upon the glorious things which 
are spoken of Zion, the city of 
God. Meditate upon the deci- 
sions of the final judgment, and 
the retributions of eternity. Oh, 
meditate upon the joys and glo- 
ries of heaven, and upon the sor- 
rows and despair of the damned 
in hell. Meditate upon the glo- 
rious accomplishment of all the 
decrees of the great, the holy and 
the dreadful Jehovah. By such 
musings the fire from heaven 
is enkindled in the hearts of the 
saints on earth. They come 
near unto God, and in view of 
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his holiness and majesty, of | ry thing by prayer and suppli- 
their vileness and meanness, | cation, with thanksgiving, they 
they discover new reasons, new | let their requests be made known 
occasions and encouragements | unto God. And they find that 
for incessant and abundant sup- | he is able to do exceedingly and 
plications. They learn to be| abundantly above all they can 
careful for nothing ; but in eve- | ask or think. 





a ee 


A Narrative of Missions, directed by the Trustees of the Mission- 
ary Society of Connecticut, in the year 1810 :—together with a 
List of Books sent to the new settlements ; and a Statement of the 
Funds of the Society. 


és RULY, the light is sweet ; and a pleasant thing it is for 

the eyes to behold the sun.” To the material eye, the 
light of the natural sun is pleasant. Pleasant, also, beyond ex- 
pression, to the spiritual eye, is the light of “ the sun of righte- 
ousness.” By this, the individual Christian rejoices in evidence, 
that he has “ fellowship with the Father, and with his Son, Jesus 
Christ.” He rejoices, likewise, in every degree of evidence be- 
fore him, that grace is rendering others blessed, by opening their 
eyes upon this light. Eminently, to the faithful, every where, 
“the sun of righteousnes” displays his glories, as far as they 
contemplate the manifestation of divine mercy in the preserva- 
tion, and government, and prosperity of Zion. 

The promises of Christ stand pledged for the continuance and 
enlargement of his kingdom on earth. To our world he is now 
exhibiting pre-eminent proofs of his faithfulness to these blessed 
promises. By his smiles on the active charity, the zeal, the 
prayers, of his affectionate followers, missionaries are found rea- 
dy, at his call, to take self-denial upon themselves, to go forth, 
and to proclaim his truth and salvation among the perishing. 

By missionary labors, the knowledge of life eternal is, every 
year, more widely spread. By missionary labors, “the sun of 
righteousness” is continually sending further the beams of his 
saving light, among the nations. 

By the narratives of faithful missionary observation and labor, 
people of every description may learn the state and the progress 
of the Christian cause. And where is the considerate mind, to 
which such information can be uninteresting ? 

Here, the benevolent and devout may behold the blessed effi- 
cacy of charitable exertion and of prayer. They may learn, that 
they have not in vain engaged in the work of “ good and 
faithful servants.” They may take knowledge of what Christ is 
doing, far off and near, “ in seeking and saving that which was 
lost.” They may see growing proofs, that the divine promises 
shall not, one of them fail. As long as they remain beneath 
heaven, they may be comforted and encouraged. In a single 
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word, with a holy exultation they may survey the remarkable 
signs of the present period ; and rejoice in the tokens clearly 
manifested, that the long predicted day is not only approaching, 
but near, in which, by the efficacious influences of “the Holy 
Ghost sent down,” where the scriptures are read and preach- 
ed, “ every knee shall be caused to bow, and every tongue to con- 
fess” unto Christ Jesus, as ** God manifest in the flesh.” 

It is, therefore, no less with the hope of administering to the 
light and joy of such as love the prosperity of the Redecmer’s 
kingdom, than from a sense of official duty, that the Trustees of 
the Missionary Society of Connecticut, lay before the public, the 
twelfth annual narrative of services performed by their direction, 
among the destitute. 

The following are the names of the missionaries whose jour- 
nals have been received, and from which the following narrative 
isextracted. The Rev. Mess’rs. Joseph Avery, Thomas Burr, 
Joshua Beer, Silas L. Bingham, James Boyd, Israel Brainerd, 
Aaron Cleveland, Giles’ H. Cowles, John Denison, Nathan B, 
Derrow, Timothy Harris, Jonathan Hovey, Calvin Ingals, Eben- 
ezer Kingsbury, Jonathan Lesslie, William Lockwood, Hubbel 
Loomis, James Parker, Abraham Scott, John Spencer, and Si- 
mon Waterman ; and Mr. Henry Frost, a licentiate of New-Ha- 
yen East Association. 

Late in the year 1809, and in the former part of 1810, Mr. 
Bingham labored as a missionary, in the southern and south west- 
ern towns of Vermont. He travelled about seven hundred and 
fifty miles ; was, in general, cordially received ; preached nearly 
ene hundred sermons ; attended thirty conferences, and a num- 
ber of church meetings, guiding the brethren in difficulties and 
discipline ; administered the New Testament sacraments, as op- 
or presented ; visited two hundred and forty-five fami- 
ies, and seven schools ; and distributed one hundred and fifty- 
three books and pamphlets. 

He spent his time principally in about twenty towns. Occa- 
sionally, however, he travelled into others. He repeatedly visited 
the same places. In several settlements he found the people de- 
plorably destitute of gospel instruction, and of course, inatten- 
tive to religion. In such places, especially, the word and sab- 
baths of the Lord were neglected, and hardening and dangerous 
sentiments were embraced and trusted. The friends of Christ, 
ina number of places, had been much discouraged ; but they 
now thankfully declared, that missionary services gave them 
strength and hope. 

On revisiting the people, he found reason to believe, that a di- 
vine blessing had, in some degree, attended his ministrations.— 
An increased attention to religious instruction was observable. 
In some towns he was witness to very special awakenings. Sin- 
hers were inquiring the way to life, and saints were rejoicing in 
the grace of the Redeemer. 

Not far from the beginning of the year, Mr. Denison commen- 
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ced missionary services, in the western and more central districts 
of Vermont. He found many settlements entirely destitute of 
evangelical preaching and administrations. In some, the want of 
money ; in others, the want of unanimity, may be considered as 
the causes of a condition so lamentable. In general, however, 
he founda “ hearing ear ;” and evidence, in many instances, of 
“ an understanding heart.” 

He mentions several destitute towns, in which the blessing of 
Christ seemed evidently to crown the missionary labors. Ina 
number, both of the destitute, and of those favored with regular 
supplies, he was permitted to behold very striking displays of 
sovereign grace. Wherever he went, the people expressed the 
warmest gratitude to the Connecticut Society ; and to those whose 
charity has enabled that Society to send among them the ambas- 
sadors of Christ. ‘ The missionary field is extensive. The la- 
borers are few. The Macedonian cry is exceedingly loud.” 

In the course of the year, Mr. Hovey travelled and labored in 
the more northerly and easterly parts of Vermont. He found 
many without regular and sound evangelical instruction. The 
neglect of God’s word ; the profanation of the sabbath ; awful 
stupidity about the soul’s salvation ; the rising generation lefta 
prey to ignorance, error, and impiety ; and in instances not a few, 
the marks of those strong delusions to which the reprobate mind 
is given over, are the natural and too obvious result. Many and 
indescribable, amidst such scenes and prospects, were his painful 
sensations, and laborious hours. But he felt thatifone of Christ’s 
flock had been fed ; or if one soul had been induced to fly from 
the camp of Satan, to the standard of Jesus, those anxious appre- 
hensions and painful labors were more than compensated. And 
indeed, notwithstanding such “ great errors, darkness, and confu- 
sion,” he had the joy of seeing, in many instances, satisfactory 
evidence of a saving work. The Connecticut Society receives 
the thanks and the prayers of many in those parts. 

Pretty early in the season, Mr. Parker entered the missionary 
field. He labored in the northwesterly parts of Vermont. He 
rode eight hundred and fifty miles ; delivered one hundred and 
twenty-nine sermons ; four times administered the Lord’s sup- 
per ; baptized thirty-one ; attended church meetings and public 
conferences ; and visited several schools and many families. 

He was kindly received as a missionary in every place which 
he visited. Many returned their sincere thanks to the Society 
for the abundant missionary labor bestowed on them, in their des- 
titute state. in some of the newest towns he found very happy 
effects of former missionary labors. 

There is reason to hope, that the ministrations of Mr. Parker, 
were signally owned and blessed. The deceived saw their errors 
and were convinced. The wandering were reclaimed. The 
wavering were satisfied, and confirmed in “ the truth as it is in 


aah By the smiles of heaven attending his zealous exer- 
Vor. IV. No. 1. Cc 
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tions, it appears as if numbers have been hopefully “ brought out 
of darkness into God’s marvellous light.” 

In a particular town, a very solemn awakening took place, at 
the preaching of his third sermon. And although false teachers 
came in like a flood, the “ Spirit of the Lord lifted up a stand- 
ard against them,” and caused the good work to progress rapid- 
ly. ‘Fhe call was loud ; and he very judiciously spent an unusual 
portion of his time with that people. 

At public worship and at conferences, the fixed eyes and coun- 
tenances of the hearers bespoke the deep solemnity of their souls. 
There were such tokens of the divine presence as he had never 
before witnessed. Surely, if the ancient Patriarch had been pres- 
ent, he must have exclaimed, “ How dreadful is this place ! 
This is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven!” He leftthem near the beginning of September, when 
there appeared good reason to hope, that, in a few months, fifty 
had, through grace, “ fled from the wrath to come, and laid hold 
on eternal life.” 

In several other places, also, there were evident tokens of the 
divine presence in the assemblies collected for gospel worship and 
instruction. Saints were animated and strengthened. Sinners 
were brought to see their guilt and danger. The enquiry was 
made in earnest, * Sir, what shall we do to be saved ?” 

One instance is thought worthy of particular notice. One eves 
ning, after he had been preaching to an attentive assembly, a boy 
came in to see him. After conversation had continued until it 
was time to retire, the boy put thirteen cents into his hand for the 
Missionary Society—it being all that he had—and wept because 
he had no more to give. He wished that the little he gave might 
be received as a token of his gratitude for missionary instructions, 
which, he hoped, had been blessed for the good of his soul. 

At the beginning of the year, Mr. Cleveland was among the 
Black River settlements, laboring as a missionary. While on that 
tour, he delivered eighty-five sermons ; administered the sealing 
ordinances ; judiciously provided for the distribution of many 
books ; instructed much from house to house, in family visits ; 
explained the truths of God’s word to gainsayers ; was favored 
with opportunities ef guiding the awakened conscience ; by 
teaching and prayer assisted the sick ; and held forth the only 
consolations to mourners. 

Mr. Avery, some time in March, entered on missionary employ- 
ment, among the new settlements of New-York. His time was 
principally spent in the counties of Oneida, Chenango, Onondaga, 
and Madison. While from home, he travelled more than three 
hundred miles ; delivered about sixty sermons ; attended confer- 
ences and funerals ; adminisiered baptism and the Lord’s sup- 
per ; directed numbers whom he found enquiring the steps of 
Christian duty ; and visited, & teaching the way of the Lord,” in 
many families. : 


He had the happiness to meet with general acceptance in al! 
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the places where he labored ; and he found the people generally 
grateful to the Missionary Society, for its regard to their spiritual 
interests.* 

Mr. Spencer has, for several years, been in the missionary ser- 
vice, under the direction of the Trustees. The readers of their 
annual narratives may recollect that the southern borders of lake 
Erie, in the states of New-York and Pennsylvania, and the west- 
ern parts of the Holland purchase, have principally constituted 
his field of operation. It may be also recollected, that those ex- 
tensive regions are among the most destitute in the United States. 
. During the period embraced in the present narrative, his trae 
vels have been nearly two thousand miles in this arduous work. 
With great diligence he has preached and attended conferences ; 
has distributed numerous books ; has organized three churches ; 
at the calls of duty, has administered special ordinances ; has 
done much in family visiting for religious instruction ; has cate- 
chized and instructed the children and youth in schools ; has seen 
no general revival of attention to religion in any place ; but has, 
however, amidst great stupidity, been the joyful witness of indi- 
viduals, here and there, awakened, and hopefully brought into 
the family of Christ. 

In that wide tract, the settlements are new, and numerous, and 
small, but rapidly increasing. Through a long series of his mis- 
sionary work, his encouragement has been rather gaining strength 
gradually, than declining. The people, in general, now pay a 
ready and decent attention to social worship. They manifest an 
anxiety for hearing the word preached. Some pious characters 
are almost daily added to the Holland purchase, in the rapid in- 
crease of its population. By these, Providence seems to be pre- 
paring the way for the more general establishment of churches, 
and for the enjoyment of gospel ordinances, in that large, but, in 
Spiritual things, desolate, region. 

Mr. Brainerd has spent several distinct portions of the year, as 
a missionary, chiefly in the counties of Oneida and Madison. 
He confined his attention to places which he judged most needy. 
In a number of settlements, he found indifference about salva- 
tion the predominant trait of character. In others, he had the 
pleasure of seeing an uncommon—though not a general—reli- 
gious concern and inquiry. Where he travelled, most of the 
people are poor, as to the things of this world, and poorer still, 
as to the things of religion. In his view, they are as proper ob- 
jects of charity as any in the western country. As had been 
common, in former seasons, so in the last, he was kindly re- 
ceived ; and in every place which he visited, he was solicited to 
continue his labors. 


* Since this Narrative was prepared for the press, Mr. Avery has re- 
turned from another missionary tour of twenty-two note the particu- 
lars of which will be noticed in the next Narrative. 
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On the 4th of August Mr. Kingsbury was installed, pastor of 
the church and congregation, in Harford, county of Luzerne, 
Pennsylvania. He had previously, during the past season, per- 
formed missionary service, sixteen weeks, in that and the neigh- 
boring counties of Pennsylvania and New-York. 

His travels were about a thousand miles. He delivered near- 
ly one hundred sermons ; and, as a religious teacher, visited al- 
most that number of families. He formedone church ; was fre- 
quent at prayer meetings and religious conferences ; attended 
the sick and cying ; and taught the consolations of God to the 
bereaved. He was treated, personally, with kindness and re- 
spect. 

Meetings were as well attended as could be expected. In some 
places, awful stupidity reigned on the subject of salvation. But 
even amohg such he found some, “ that sigh and cry for the pre- 
vailing wickedness.” 

Though he was witness to no general revivals of religion, yet, 
in a number of places, appearances were quite favorable. The 
meetings were more full, than they had been, the preceding year. 
The state of society is evidently improving. Steady and pious 
people are moving into those new settlements ; and are hold- 
ing meetings more generally on the sabbath. These things 
check that immorality which has been too prevalent. The pros- 
pects, in that part of the country, are in his judgment more and 
more encouraging. Many were the expressions of gratitude to 
the Missionary Society. The evidence seemed clear, that the 
labors of former missionaries, in those counties, had been instru- 
mental of salvation to many souls. 

Mr. Ingals has spent a large part of the season, in missionary 
employment, among the Black river settlements, and in the dis- 
tricts adjacent. His travels were seventeen hundred and fifty- 
two miles. He delivered one hundred and fifty-six sermons, and 
appears to have performed faithfully the duties of a gospel mis- 
sionary and minister. 

According to his numerous opportunities, he administered the 
sacraments ; visited the sick ; attended funerals ; held confer- 
ences; taught in families ; and admitted a number to the fellow- 
ship of the churches. 

In a considerable number of towns, he found the people, not- 
withstanding the embarrassments peculiar to new countries, mak- 
ing exertions to obtain ministers for themselves, that they might 
Statedly enjoy the privileges of gospel ordinances and teaching. 
A few have recently accomplished objects of such vast import- 
ance. 

Churches and societies are yet grateful for. missionary assist- 
ance ; and earnestly hope, that such assistance may be continu- 
ed. ‘The more newly settled places are, at present, unable to do 
any thing for the support of the gospel ministry. Missionary 

assistance seems, therefore, to be absolutely necessary. The 
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churches, though small, continue firm, and are gradually increas- 
ing in numbers. 

Mr. Loomis has spent part of the year in the missionary ser- 
vice. His field was in the state of New-York ; and chiefly in the 
county of Stuben. A small portion of his labor, however, was 
in the counties of Ontario and Allegany. 

He delivered eighty-eight sermons ; baptized five children ; 
visited a number of schools ; and, as far as time and other cir- 
cumstances would permit, went from house to house, instruct- 
ing, and praying with individual families and households. His 
personal treatment was, without any exception, civil, and general- 
ly affectionate. The assemblies were uniformly attentive and 
solemn. In his opinion, the longer he tarried in a place, the 
greater was his prospect of usefulness. Visiting from house to 
house, he thought a very profitable, though arduous, part of mis- 
sionary duty. Tarrying a few days in a settlement greatly facili- 
tated this branch of his work. 

Mr. Waterman has spent several months in the state of New- 
York. The greater portion of his labors was in the counties of 
Oneida and Jefferson. Occasionally, however, he went into those 
adjoining. 

He travelled about fourteen hundred and sixty miles ; preach- 
ed one hundred and ten sermons; visited and prayed with the 
sick ; assisted in the formation of one church ; seven times ad- 
ministered the Lord’s supper; baptized eleven persons belonging 
to eight households of faith ; attended several funerals ; held 
twenty conferences ; and was at a number of church meetings 
for the various purposes, of disciplining disorderly members, of 
prayer and religious conversation, and of examining candidates 
for admission to special ordinances. 

Generally, in the places which he visited, he found some se- 
rious people, and had, always, on the sabbath, a crowded and at- 
tentive audience, anong whom he could discern a number of 
affectionate hearers. In whatever house he entered, he was re- 
ceived with apparent cheerfulness ; and, without a single excep- 
tion, was treated with the respect due to an aged missionary from 
the Connecticut Society. Many were the grateful acknowledg- 
ments, presented to the people of Connecticut, for their liberality 
in sending them preachers of the gospel and books of piety. And 
earnest were their solicitations and hopes, that the same kindness 
might, in time to come, be experienced. 

Numerous, as well’ as dangerous, were the heresies which he 
found industriously propagated among the people. But amidst 
them all, there were serious and praying individuals, who “ wept 
when they remembered Zion.” 

In the course of the summer and autumn, Mr. Lockwood per- 
formed a series of missionary service in the states of New-York 
and Pennsylvania. The counties of Broome and Tioga, in New- 
York, and the neighboring counties in Pennsylvania, were the 
field of his principal labors. 
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He rode about one thousand miles ; delivered sixty-five ser- 
mons ; administered special ordinances ; assisted at the forma- 
tion of one church, and at the installation of two pastors ; attend- 
ed conferences ; visited many families; and catechized and in- 
structed children in schools. 

He was invariably received with kindness and hospitality. He 
found, in general, 4 disposition to hear the gospel. In sundry 
places, he witnessed the happy effects of the divine blessing on 
missionary labors, in former years, This was eminently the case 
with a particular town in Pennsylvania. The out pourings of 
the Holy Spirit were there experienced, in an extraordinary de- 
gree, during the years 1803 and 1804. He beheld the once wild 
and “ solitary place now made glad ;” and that which had 
been a “ desert” he saw now rejoicing spiritually and “ blossom- 
ing as the rose.” Seven years ago, the church in that town con- 
sisted of no more than cight persons. It has now one hundred 
and one. 

In several settlements, he found special awakenings. People 
were, of course, ready, even in the busiest season of the year, to 
leave their worldly occupations, when they were favored with an 
opportunity of hearing about their salvation. The awakenings, 
though powerful, were remarkably attended with stillness, order, 
and solemnity. He left many rejoicing in the gospel hope of 
glory, while numbers remained heavy laden with the burden of 
sin, feeling themselves guilty in the hands of a holy God. 

By those, that had exhibited evidence of a saving change, the 
doctrines of grace were cordially embraced. Such as had pre- 
viously professed the faith that is in Jesus, were much animated 
in religion, blessing God for what they heard and saw. 

In other places, where no uncommon attention to religion was 
manifest, an entire conviction was expressed, that the gospel and 
its institutions are concerns of the first moment. 

In other places, appearances were melancholy indeed. The 
nature and design of the sabbath seemed to be entirely forgotten. 
If the day was noticed at all, it appeared to be hardly regarded 
in any other way, than by hunting, fishing, visiting, and vain re- 
creation. To him, the need of missionary labors seemed un- 
questionably great. Very encouraging evidence was extensively 
seen, that God had graciously owned the missionaries of past 
years, and made them instruments of incalculable benefit to the 
new settlements. 

Early in autumn, Mr. Frost entered on missionary service 
among the settlements in Camden and its vicinity near lake On- 
tario. Probably, he is now laboring in that country. He had 
deen, only a few weeks, on the field, when the last communica- 
tions from him were dated. With much sensibility, he states 
his conviction, not only that missionary services are greatly need- 
ed, but, in a high degree useful. By the blessing of heaven on 
them, immortal souls may be fed and saved, that would, other- 
wise, perish with hunger in a Christian land. 
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For several years, Mr. Lesslie has been a missionary, on the 
Connecticut Western Reserve. A part of the year past, he has 
labored, as usual, in that field. The population of that country, 
and the ability and disposition of the inhabitants to enjoy statedly 
the benefits of the gospel ministry, have so much increased, that 
a number of ministers have been settled there, within twelve 
months. ‘This happy circumstance is, beyond question, owing 
to the divine blessing on missionary labors. A short time since, 
Mr. Lesslie took the pastoral charge of the church and congrega- 
tion in Harpersfield, for one half of the time. 

With much satisfaction, he has observed, that the infant 
churches are gaining strength. A regard to divine truth in- 
creases. Infidels and heretics are less bold. An attention to re- 
vealed instruction is greater than formerly. In one town particu- 
larly, the power of divine grace has been lately displayed in a 
wonderful manner. In other places, also, there have been sev- 
eral instances of uncommon attention. At the same time, there 
are many scttlements, in which, hardness of heart and blindness 
of mind are lamentably prevalent. 

Mr. Scott, it may be recollected, has labored, several years, as 
a missionary in New Conrecticut. The last year, he has been 
less in that field, and more in the counties of Belmont, Colum- 
biana, and Jefferson, joining the Reserve on the south. Mr. 
Scott has likewise taken a pastoral charge, for a part of his time, 
in Jefferson county. 

Among the settlements in the vicinity of his charge, he finds 
the general state of the people deplorable, as to religion. They 
have very little preaching of gospel truth. ‘The sabbath is, con- 
sequently, disregarded and profaned. 

But this is not the case universally. Among many settlements, 
and in a number of important things, he has observed a growing 
reformation. He has, likewise, had the joy of witnessing, in a 
number of instances, a tender and anxious sensibility, on the 
subjects of religion and eternal life. 

Mr. Boyd has labored, part of the year, on the Reserve, by ap- 
pointment of the Trustees. He has received the pastoral charge 
of the churches and people in the towns of Warren and Newton. 

From observation carefully made, he has no doubt, that the la- 
bors of missionaries, in those parts, have been productive of the 
happiest effects. In several of the settlements, there is, already 
excited, an anxious desire to enjoy the stated administrations of 
the gospel. Others, yet unable to support the ministry, are more 
careful, than formerly, to attend religious worship and instruc- 
tion, when favored with opportunities. Still he finds great reason 
to lament, that multitudes remain, either ignorant of the truth, 
er opposed to the doctrines of the gospel. 

He has been especially mindful of children and youth. And it 
is not without painful solicitude, that he finds many permitted, 
through parental neglect, to form their habits and their charac- 
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ter—it is to be feared, for both worlds—without the smallest de- 
gree of religious instruction or restraint. sis 

In August. 1809, Mr. Beer was ordained a minister of the gos- 
pel. Both before his ordination and afterwards, he labored asa 
missionary, in New Connecticut, by the direction of this board. 
A considerable part of the last year he has spent in the same 
employment. 

Sometime in August, 1810, he was installed, for a part of his 
time, pastor of the church and people in Suffield and Springfield 
united. He has repeatedly visited settlements in the southern 
vicinity of the Reserve. In some of them, he found an unusual 
attention to the great concerns of the soul. 

Among settlements in New Connecticut, where there was no 
general attention to religion, he found various individuals inquir- 
ing “ what they should do to be saved.” 

Although, at the date of his last communication, there appear- 
ed, generally, nothing remarkable on this great subject, yet he felt 
authorized to believe, that ihe prospects, with regard to the suc- 
cess of the gospel, were, on the whole, flattering. The number 
of praying societies increased. Pious characters were more en- 
gaged and fervent. The sabbath was more seriously respected. 
The ungodly, in many places, were more attentive at least, to the 
externals of religion. 

But there were deplorable exceptions to this statement. He 
thought himself credibly informed, that, in a particular town, of 
twelve, perhaps, or fifteen families, there was not one praying 
person. By the inhabitants of another, it seemed to be forgotten, 
that the Lord hada sabbath. In a third, more populous still, 
open infidelity was notorious and insolent, lifting up, in affected 
scorn, its brow of brass and its neck of iron. 

Last August, Mr. Barr was ordained a minister of the gospel. 
The same day, he was installed pastor of the church and congre- 
gation in Euclid. He had, early in the year, been appointed a 
missionary, and had labored in that character. His commission 
is continued, and he travels, on missionary service, such a por- 
tion of the time, as has been mutually agreed on, between himself 
and the people of his charge. His account of things, in that 
country, relative to the moral and religious state of the inhabitants, 
is similar, throughout, to those of the other missionaries, who 
have been longer in the field. With them, it appears, that he 
has zealously co-operated, in visiting schools, in catechizing and 
Instructing the rising generation, and in successfully calling 
ro attention of many to the serious observance of the Lord’s 

ay. 

it may be remembered, that, in 1869, Mr. Derrow went, on 
missionary employment, into the Connecticut Reserve. The last 
season, he was installed pastor of a charge in Vienna. By an 
agreement with that church and people, he travels, part of the 
ume, under the direction of the Trustees. 


He mentions quite a number of towns, in which he finds the 
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consciences of people tender, and their minds inquisitive about 
the things that belong to their peace with God. He learns that 


infidel characters are, for some reason or other, much more still ° 


_than they formerly were. One, in particular, who used to be ve- 
‘ry boisterous, on the Reserve, has lately bowed to the cross of 
Christ, and apparently become another man. 

Generally, people are anxious for schools, far beyond their 
circumstances. Such are some of the agreeable facts in the pre- 
sent state of that country. Nevertheless, through the want of 
more ministers, that are orthodox, judicious, and faithful, the 
churches and people of God are severely tried. By various ac- 
counts, it appears, that the labors of Mr. Derrow, in New Connec- 
ticut, have been crowned with remarkable success. 

Mr. Cowles, in the course of the past season, visited the West- 
ern Reserve, as a missionary. He confirms the accounts which 
others have given concerning the religious state and wants of the 
people there. 

We have already seen very animating evidence, that the smiles 
of heaven have, in a high degree, attended the efforts of the Con- 
necticut Society for the good of the people, in those far distant 
settlements. By these, there are probably ten settled ministers 
on the Reserve. But neither twice nor thrice this number would 
be equal to the necessities of the people, in that large extent of 
territory. Of course, avast majority of the towns must, for the pre- 
sent, depend on the Missionary Society, or have no safe religious 
instruction. Without this benevolent aid, multitudes of the chil- 
dren and youth must grow up in fearful ignorance of God and the 
gospel salvation. 

In the counties of Muskingum and Delaware, state of Ohio, 
Mr. Harris performed missionary service, a number of months. 
Excepting the Lord’s days, he spent much time, and, he hopes, 
profitably, in visiting from house to house. His visits were appa- 
rently received with great cordiality. Hethought, also, on good 
evidence as he believed, that his visits were, in some measure, 
blessed in the edification of saints, and the awakening of sinners, 
Sabbath assemblies were invariably full and solemn. 

Notwithstanding the wild and destitute condition of those re- 
gions, he found some friends of the Redeemer mourning, that 
the precious gospel is so little preached among them, and that 
iniquity so much prevails. ‘They greatly rejoiced at the coming 
of a gospel minister ; hoping, that sinners would be faithfully 
warned, and that their own souls might be strengthened to go for- 
ward in their journey towards heaven. Like Mary, they were 
ready to sit at the feet of Jesus, and catch instruction, blessing 

God, for the opportunity. Abundant joy, likewise, and thankful- 
ness were manifested, that, in the western wilderness, they should 
be so charitably remembered by the friends of Zion, far distant 
in the east. 

Such is an abstract of the widely extended missionary service 


accomplished under the direction of the Trustees, chiefly in the 
Vou, IV. No. 3. 
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¥ year 1816. Annexed also may be seen an account of the books ' 

‘at sent out, in the same period, for free distribution, amounting, it 

; will be seen, to a much greater number than in any preceding 
rh year. : 

} One pathetic cry from the yielding wilderness has been uni- c 
versal. The harvest is great and the laborers are few.” In 
this cry, the Trustees have heard claims which they felt no power / 
to resist. They have, therefore, not only expended the yearly P 

_ income, but they have dipped deeply into the frincifial, of the © 
funds. They have done this, believing, with a religious confi- b 
dence, that, as future opportunities may be given, and as rising ¢ 
demands may occur, the pious and benevolent will be ready to ( 
« lend unto the Lord,” by giving back at least some part of his a 
own unto him, for the display of his grace in the salvation of the " 
destitute and perishing. a 

Much have the charitable in Connecticut already done ; P 
and “ the blessings of many that were ready to perish,” are com- va 
ing upon them for what they have done. Which individual is " 
the poorer for having contributed to the support of missions a- se 
mong the needy ? Has not the Lord promised to repay it ?” Who ae 
will ever look back from the hour of death and from eternity, with th 
regret, on the assistance he has afforded, or shall afford, to the 
missionary cause ? we 

The door for further contributions is continually open. The = 
Society’s need of assistance by money, is daily increasing. Fur- th 
ther invitations to general contribution will, probably, soon be th: 
given. Unlessthe needed charity shall be bestowed, must not fro 
many of Christ’s flock continue to mourn with hunger unfed ? the 

| Must not growing numbers of the impenitent and ignorant be left a 

fs to die unawakened and untaught ? 4 

Wy { Daily experience teaches the Trustees, that their task is ardu- .: 
ay ous. To distribute, as agents, the bread and the water of life, which = 
ah , heavenly charity has provided for hungry and famishing souls, the 
hi requires their devout and unwearied vigilance. For the appoint- ‘Arn 
ef ments they make, and for the directions they give, they feel that . 
pil} their responsibility is solemn and awful. Lo 
\3 ' Cordially, at the same time, would they render thanks unto the 
ify God, for so much evidence, found in the missionary journals, to the 
I hope, that he owns their counsels and their efforts for the glory of _ 


his great name in the salvation of many. 

When it is considered that the missionary field—although al- 
ready vast—is hourly increasing, must it not be seen, that little Pas 
has yet been done, in comparison with what remains to be accom- 
plished ? In the view of this fact, the considerations are anima- 
ting, that prayer is one of the steps rendered, by the decree of 
th 4 heaven, essential, to success ; and that praying people will not 

\ cease toimplore that divine influence which alone can cause mis- 

i sionary exertions to prosper through the world. 
% ht In the new settlements, especially, false teachers are nume- 
) rous. Naturally, all mankind love to embrace those delusions, by 
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which, “ with cunning craftiness,” such teachers “ lie in wait to 
deceive.” This isa circumstance, not to be overlooked, that ren 

ders increased missionary labors indispensable. Can it be ration- 
ally hoped, that in any other way, God will render active and effi- 
cacious those evangelical sentiments and principles which are ne- 
cessary for the peace and prosperity of mankind upon earth ?— 
Above all, without these labors, can it be expected, that a sense of 
revealed truth and obligation will be cither impressed or maintain- 
ed? Without them, will those souls for whose benefit they are to 
be performed, ever come to Christ and be saved ? 

The Trustees would express their fervent gratitude to God, 
for all his smiles upon the efforts of other Missionary Societies, 
and of Bible Societies in our land, and through the Christian 
world. They recognize the missionary zeal of the present peri- 
od, in all its branches, as equally wonderful and necessary. 

A vast majority of mankind still remain buried and perishing 
in the darkness of paganism. The eye of the Christian world is 
rapidly opening and fixing itself on the duty of sending the writ- 
ten, to accompany the freached revelation of God, among all the 
nations. Preparations seem to be making for the translation of 
the holy books into the manifold varieties of human language. 

By the gift of tongues miraculously conferred, the Apostles 
were qualified, in a moment, to teach people, of every description, 
in an intelligible manner. Will not the Pagan, the Mahometan, 
the Jew, »etter understand, and more readily embrace, the truth, 
that is unto life, when he can intelligently read that revelation 
from God, which he shall hear the gospel missionary preach? Is 
there not, for the accomplishment of this greatest and best pur- 
pose, a joint operation, between the numerous Bible Societies 
and Missionary Societies in Europe and America? May it not 
be confidently expected, that blessings will accompany these 
united operations ? Are not these the means appointed, by which 
the “ Sun of righteousness” will soon illuminate the “ dark cor- 
ners of the earth, now filled with the habitations of cruelty ?” 
Are not these the instruments, by which “ the knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus shall hereafter fill the earth, as the waters now cover 
the seas ?” Will not human exertions to accomplish, this event, 
the subject of so many prophecies, and a grand article in the 
scheme of redemption itself, be crowned on earth—be crowned 
in heaven—with ‘the honor that cometh from God ?” 


JOHN TREADWELL, Chairmen. 


Passed by the Board of Trustees, 
January 2, 1811. 
Attest, 
ABEL Furnt, Secretary. 
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Persecution,characteristic of false 
religion, not of Christianity. 


HERE is no subject of re- 
proach, brought against 
the religion of the Lord Jesus, 
with so much confidence and 
zeal, as persecution. The asser- 
tion is often made, and made 
With great assurance, that all 
the wars, or at least, a great por- 
tion of the wars and bloodshed 
that have desolated the world, 
may be imputed to religion. In 
this assertion, the enemies of 
Christianity little know how 
much truth they declare. We 
are well aware when it is said 
religion has been the principal 
cause of the wars and carnage 
which have ever laid waste the 
Nations, that the religion of the 
bible alone is intended. In this 
sense, no assertion is more false. 
But if it be said of religion, in 
its most extensive application, 
or rather, of all religions except- 
ing that of the sacred scriptures, 
it is too true. 

With a view of presenting 
this subject in a just light, so 
far as 1 am able, 1 will mention 
some of the instances of perse- 
cution which have flown from 
various systems of false reli- 
gion ;—and then attempt to 
show the injustice of the charge 
when applied to Christianity. 
Under the authority of the pro- 
phet Isaiah, who says, “ Pro- 
duce your cause, saith the Lord ; 
bring forth your strong reasons, 
saith the King of Jacob ;” this 
is believed to be a proper mode 
of meeting the objection so tri- 
umphantly advanced against our 
holy religion.* 

———a 


* The historical facts which fol- 
low, are taken from the best histo- 
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There is no nation of equally 
remote antiquity,which has been 
so much celebrated, and which 
is so well known in history, as 
that of the Egyptians. Their 
antiquities have been the subject 
of laborious investigation, and 
the system of their religion is, 
perhaps, as well understood, as 
any portion of heathen mytholo- 
gy. It wasasystem of idolatry 
of the grossest kind. They 
professed a great veneration for 
their own, but held the religion 
of all other people in contempt 
and abhorrence. When Joseph 
first eat with his brethren, be- 
fore he had made himself known, 
“They set on for him by him- 
self, and for them by themselves, 
and for the Egyptians which did 
eat with him by themselves : 
because the Egyptians might 
not eat bread with the Hebrews: 
for that is an abomination unto 
the Egyptians.” It is most rea- 
sonable to conclude that the 
ground of this great aversion 
was the difference of their re- 
ligion. The several Nomes or 
provinces in Egypt, had their 
respective idols and religious 
rites, which, differing from each 
other, were frequently the occa- 
sion of the deepest animosities, 
and the most destructive wars. 
Almost every city had its par- 
ticular divinity and forms of 
worship. Some cities worship- 
ped certain objects or animals, 
which, by others, were held in 
detestation. These collisions 
often produced conflicts which 
almost desolated the kingdom. 

en ee 


rians of the respective times. A 
formal reference toauthorities, would 
savor of an unnecessary display of 
reading, and be of no essential bene- 
fit. If necessary, however, they 
can easily be produced. ' 
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The city of Heracleopolis wor- 
shipped the Ichneumon, the 
city of Arsinoe, the crocodile. 
This produced between them a 
leng and inveterate war. In 
Oxyrinchus, dogs were  sac- 
rificed and eaten. In Cynopo- 
lis, the dog was the object of 
worship. ‘The consequence was, 
a war of extermination, which 
nearly ruined both of the cities. 
The foreign expeditions of the 
Egyptians were so few, that we 
know but little of their hostili- 
ties upon the religion of the 
neighboring nations. 

‘he Assyrians, who held 
their seat of empire at Nineveh, 
are but little known. The ex- 
clamation of the ambassadors of 
Sennacherib, “ Where are the 
gods of Hamath, and of Ar- 
pad? Where are the gods of 
Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah 2? 
seems to imply not merely a 
defiance of the God of Israel, 
but a triumph over the gods of 
other nations, as though he had 
made war upon their worship- 
pers, with intention to destroy 
their religion—The Assyrian 
monarchy, whose seat was at 
Babylon, was one of the most 
splendid and successful of anti- 
quity. Nebuchadnezzar, their 
greatest conqueror, having inva- 
ded Egypt with a powerful ar- 
my, and subdued a great part of 
the kingdom ; wherever he went 
he threw down their gods, plun- 
dered their temples, and carried 
off their images. After his con- 
quests, he reared a mighty im- 
age in the plains of Dura, which 
he commanded all his subjects 
to worship as a deity. The 
penalty of those who did not 
comply was, that they should 
be cast into a burning furnace. 
And the penalty was put in 
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execution. At a subsequent 
period, the nobles of the em- 
pire, envious of the greatness of 
the prophet Daniel, and bent on 
his destruction, observed, “ We 
shall not find any occasion a- 
gainst this Daniel, except we 
find it against him concerning 
the lawof his God.” They there- 
fore pronounced a decree from 
the king, Darius the Mede, that 
no person in the realm should 
“ ask a petition of any god or 
man for thirty days, save the 
king.” There appears to have 
been no question of the proprie- 
ty of making such a law, and of 
inflicting, for non-compliance, 
the most terrible punishment. 
Daniel continued his former 
practice of praying to the God 
of heaven, in violation of the 
king’s mandate, and was cast 
into aden of lions. We may 
here add, that the devastations 
of Egypt, and the sufferings of 
idols under the conquest of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, are particularly 
foretold by the prophet Jeremi- 
ah. Jer. chap. 43. ‘ Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, Behold, I will send and 
take Nebuchadnezzar the king 
of Babylon, my servant,—And 
when he cometh he shall smite 
the land of Egypt,—And I will 
kindle a fire in the hoisses of the 
gods of Egypt; and he shall 
burn them, and carry them away 
captives ;—He shall break also 
the images of Bethshemesh, 
that is in the land of Egypt ; 
and the houses of the gods of 
the Egyptians shall he burn 
with fire.” Jer. xlvi.25, 26. 
“ The Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel, saith, Behold, 1 will 
punish the multitude of No, and 
Pharaoh, and Egypt, with their 
gods, and their kings; even 
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Pharaoh, and all them that trust 
in him. And I will deliver them 
into the hand of those that seek 
their lives, and into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 
Jon, and into the hand of his ser- 
vants.” The prophet points 
out the persecutor no less clear- 
ly than the conqueror, in the 
character of this great monarch. 

The most illustrious of all 
the nations of ancient Asia, for 
civilization, arts, and humanity, 
were the Persians. Cambyses, 
the second prince of the Medo- 
Persian dynasty, extended his 
conquests over Egypt. He caus- 
ed the god Apis, a living ani- 
mal, the most revered of all the 
idols of Egypt, as the emblem 
of Osiris, to be slain, and the 
priests of the altar to be scourg- 
ed with the utmost ignominy. 
Soon after this transaction, he 
sat out on an expedition against 
Ethiepia. In Upper Egypt, he 
detached a considerable body of 
his army against the Hammoni- 
ans, with orders to burn the cel- 
ebrated oracle and temple of 
Jupiter Hammon. On his re- 
turn, he entered the ancient city 
of Thebes, in Upper Egypt, 
and caused all thetemples, which 
were very splendid, to be burnt 
and demolished. He then went 
to Memphis, in Lower Egypt, 
and finding that the people had 
procured a new Apis during his 
absence, he slew the consecra- 
ted animal with his own hand, 
and ordered all the people who 
were found worshipping this 
deity to be put to death. The 
Persian empire was at its zenith 
of prosperity in the reign of 
Xerxes. This monarch enter- 


ed Egypt as a conqueror, and 
treated the people and their 
gods much after the manner of 
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Cambyses, his predecessor.— 
In the year before Christ, 480, 
Xerxes, with the largest army 
ever raised, invaded Greece.— 
Whcerever he went, he caused 
the temples of the Greeks to be 
demolished, overturned their 
statues, and desiroyed their 
idols. He was attended by a 
considerable number of the Ma- 
gi,who diligently instructed him 
in the religious principles of Zo- 
roaster, and stimulated his zeal 
against the religion of the 
Greeks. They argued in this 
summary, and, to them, convin- 
cing manner. These Greeks 
worship not the deity which we 
worship. Their religious rites 
are not like ours. They are 
therefore, wrong. ‘This false 
religion it is our sacred duty to 
destroy.” The straits of Ther- 
mopylz, and the sea of Salamis, 
saved a part of the idols and 
temples of Greece, from the 
destruction to which all had 
been devoted. Upon the same 
principle, argued Haman, in the 
court of Ahasuerus. “ There is 
a certain people scattered a- 
broad, and dispersed among the 
people in all the provinces of 
thy kingdom ; and their laws 
are diverse from all people, 
neither keep they the king’s 
law: therefore it is not for the 
king’s prefit to sufferthem. If 
it please the king, let it be writ- 
ten that they may be destroy- 
ed.” Asthey were subject to 
the laws of the realm, and no 
charge of rebellion is brought 
against them, their singularlaws 
here mentioned, “ diverse from 
all people,” refer, undoubtedly 
to their religion. For this they 
were sentenced to extermina- 
tion. 

I will now mention a fact 





i i 


awe ah et geet tet OelUrlC(i CU LDlC(C GCL Ul eeelUreelUucmheewlC(<i—i SC HlC<CtC Kell ell 


~—=-= - ef ot aa 


— SF ene ULelC Kelle I Ll elle eee ee elC( till CU! 





1811.] 


from the history of the Scythians. 
In the reign of Saulius king of 
Scythia, Anacharsis, a prince of 
the blood, attempted to introduce 
certain rites of worship in hon- 
or of the mother of the gods, 
which he had seen performed 
among the Grecians. Though 
he had chosen for the place of 
his worship a private recess in a 
very deep wood, he was acciden- 
tally discovered by a Scythian, 
who immediately gave informa- 
tion tothe king. Saulius hast- 
ened to the place, and found him 
alone, playing on a timbrel be- 
fore the images which he had 
hung upon the trees. Inflamed 
by an unbridled zeal, forgetting 
the ties of blood and friendship, 
he shot him dead on the spot. 
The favorite idols of the an- 
cient Syrians, were Rimmon, 
and Adad. But when they 
were conquered by the Assyrian 
Tiglath-Pileser, their gods and 
their religion were destroyed. 
We will now take a brief 
view of the polite Greeks. The 
people of Athens have been 
more celebrated for their urban- 
ity, their acuteness of intellect, 
their improvements in civiliza- 
tion, laws and government, than 
any other nation unenlightened 
by revelation. Yet, in Athens, 
we find the true spirit of reli- 
gious persecution. The cele- 
brated Aspasia was accused of 
impiety, for not paying the cus- 
tomary reverence and worship 
to the Athenian deities. She 
was tried for her life, and noth- 
ing but the extraordinary pow- 
er and eloquence of Pericles, 
which on this occasion summon- 
ed all their resources, saved her 
from execution. Anaxagoras, 
their most illustrious philoso- 
pher, having made great pro- 
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gress in the science of astrono- 
my, having obtained some just 
notions concerning the heaven- 
ly bodies, was accused of impi- 
ety in advancing opinions which 
were deemed inconsistent with 
the religion of his country. This 
was considered a capital crime = 
he was tried and condemned to 
die. By the great interest of 
Pericles, who was his pupil, his 
punishment was changed to 
perpetual banishment. He re- 
tired from Athens and died in 
exile. The story of Socrates, 
the best man in Athens, is well 
known. Having, by long con- 
templation and research, become 
convinced of the existence of the 
one true God, and thinking he 
had found some evidence of the 
immortality of the soul, he was 
publicly accused of “ not be- 
lieving the deities whom the city 
believeth, but introducing other 
new Gods.” All his worth, his 
immaculate character, his pre- 
eminent virtues, plead in vain ; 
he was brought to trial and con 
demned to die. Agreeably to 
his sentence, he calmly drank 
the poisonous hemlock, and 
soon expired. Thus, infatua- 
ted by a blind zeal for their Pa- 
gan rites, the wise, the learned 
Athenians, put to death the best 
man that ever adorned Greece. 
I'he Phocians, having presumed 
to plough the territories of the 
city of Cyrra, which had been 
consecrated to the Delphic A- 
pollo, complaint was made by 
the other states, and they were 
summoned before the court of 
Amphictyons, the grand coun- 
cil of Greece, to answer for 
their sacrilege. Not giving sat- 
isfaction, they were punished 
with a heavy fine. The Phoci- 
ans declaring themselves unable 
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to pay the sum, at the next as- 
sembly, their dominions were 
declared confiscated, to the use 
of the temple. Upon this de- 
cree, the Phocians seized up- 
on the temple, which was in 
their own territories, and re- 
moved a part of its treasures. 
This produced a formal declara- 
tion of war, by the Ampbhicty- 
onic council against the Phoci- 
ans, which involved all Greece, 
and was carried on with the 
most sanguinary violence for 
ten years. It was, at length, 
terminated by the battle of Chz- 
ronea, which buried in one com- 
mon grave this contest and the 
liberties of Greece.—The Ma- 
cedonian Greeks, of the race of 
the Seleucidz, caused the Jews, 
as well as the Egyptians and 
others, to experience their re- 
Jentless rage in the cause of re- 
ligious persecution. By Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes, in particular, 
Jerusalem was sacked and pil- 
laged, the sacred temple was 
violated, and its holy services 
were profaned, with a malignity, 
which probably, by the whole 
train of persecutors, has never 
been outdone. 

- A few facts will now be se- 
lected from the splendid history 
of Rome. The Romans, whose 
distinguishing characteristics 
were national pride and ambi- 
tion, who were never addicted 
to superstition, do, nevertheless, 
furnish us striking instances of 
the spirit of persecution in sub- 
serviency to their national reli- 
gion. The elder Tarquin, great- 
ly distinguished for his clemen- 
cy, condemned a Vestal, who 
had dishonored their sacred 
rites, to be buried alive. Several 
instances of the like severity, 
eccurred in succeeding times. 


Persecution, characteristic of 
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About the year of Rome 320, 
the country was visited with an 
extraordinary drought, which 
was succeeded by a most de- 
structive plague in the city. In 
their distresses, the people fan- 
cying that their gods whom they 
constantly invoked could not re- 
lieve them, had recourse to for- 
eign deities, and introduced new 
religious rites. It would seem 
such a scene would have soften- 
ed the heart of Persecution it- 
self. But the Senate consider- 
ing innovations in religion dan- 
gerous, ordered the Adiles to 
take care that no gods were 
worshipped but those of the 
country. Though their own 
gods were found unable to ar- 
rest the pestilence, the afilict- 
ed people were forbidden fp 
call upon any other. It was af- 
terwards made a part of the du- 
ty ofthe Adiles, by publiclaw, to 
prevent any innovations in their 
national religion, and to prevent 
any religious worship but such 
as was appointed by the laws.— 
A little after the third Punic 
war, several Roman knights, 
having been convicted of dis- 
honoring their sacred institu- 
tions, were scourged to death. 
Publius Clodius, found guilty of 
impiety towards one of the na- 
tional divinities, was accused of 
a capital crime. His great fa- 
vor with the populace, with the 
earnest interposition of Julius 
Cesar, were the sole causes that 
his life was spared. 

In the mild reign of Augus- 
tus, the senate finding that there 
was a considerable number of 
Jews at Rome, who did not re- 
gard the religion of the empire, 
and who were making some 
proselytes to the religion of the 
one true God, transported to the 
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island of Sardinia, four thousand 
young men, “ all of them” says 
‘Tacitus, * infected with that su- 
perstition,” with the express de- 
sign that they should be destroy- 
ed. All the rest were banished 
from the city with an intention 
to extirpate that religion from 
Rome. About the same time, 
a large number of Egyptians 
were banished from Rome, be- 
cause they there attempted to 
maintain the worship of the gods 
of Egypt. A similar banish- 
ment of the Jews from Rome, 
took place under the emperor 
Claudius, as we are informed by 
St. Luke, Acts xviii. 2. The 
emperor Caligula took a fancy 
to receive divine honors ; after 
the manner of the gods of the 
empire ; rightly judging that 
he had as good a claim toan 
apotheosis, as many who had 
received that distinction. Some 
of his statues were set up in A- 
lexandria, where were a great 
number of Jews, and placed in 
their oratories and synagogues. 
Tothese they were ordered to 
pay divine honors, This, the 
sons of the Patriarchs could not 
do. Immediately, a most terri- 
ble persecution was opened up- 
on them, they were subjected 
to the greatest sufferings, and 
vast numbers perished. 
[To be continued. ] 








Religious Intelligence. 
FOREIGN. 


THE Directors of the Edin- 
burgh Missionary Society, have 
had the satisfaction of receiving 
letters from Karass, dated April 
9, and 27th, 1810. 

Vou. IV, No. 1. 
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The following is an extract 
from the monthly letter for 
March, signed by all the mis- 
sionaries. 

* You have already learned, 
that, owing to the dangerous 
state of the frontiers, we were 
under the necessity of remov- 
ing with the women and chil- 
dren, to a place of safety for 
sometime. We are now, how- 
ever, all assembled again at Ka- 
rass, having returned from the 
Staritza on the 25th of Februa- 
ry. Since that period, we have 
lived in continual alarms ; but 
we hope that the Lord, who 
has been with ys hitherto, will 
still protect us, and not suffer 
those who are enemies to us 
and to the Christian name, to 
prevail against us. We have 
at present a guard of soldiers 
and Cossacks, consisting of 55 
men, without which, few of us 
durst venture to live in the set- 
tlement. 

There has been, and there 
still is, the most furious and 
wicked zeal exhibited among 
the Mahommedan nations to 
the south of Karass. Religious 
enthusiasm, and bloody zeal, in- 
duced them to threaten destruc- 
tion to all who bear the Chris- 
tian name; but happily they 
have not been able to accom- 
plish any thing. Paradise, with 
all its sensual rewards, were 
preached up with more than 
common earnestness, by the 
Effendis and Mollahs; and a 
considerable number have ven- 
tured their lives, and lost them, 
fighting, as they term it, for the 
religion of God. We have of- 
ten been marked out as the ob- 
jects of vengeance to the Ka- 
bardians, and lately direct means 
were employed for our destruc- 
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tion ; but owing to causes un- 
foreseen to them, their malig- 
nant purposes were disconcert- 
ed. Though they acknowledge 


“ us to be a quiet inoffensive peo- 


ple, yet they say we are zealous 
in endeavoring to seduce the 
people, i. e. to Christianize 
therm, and that we derange all 
their affairs with our dooas, or 
prayers. 

Notwithstanding, however, 
the open hostility of the Kabar- 
dians to Christianity, they are 
inavery fluctuating state with 
regard to religion. They are 
continually going from one ex- 
treme to another, and never 
come to any settled arrange- 
mem among themselves. It is 
ot to be doubted that our prin- 
ciples have gained considerably 
among them, and perhaps, in a 
short time, all their commotions 
may turn out for the enlarge- 
ment of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, and a way may be opened, 
through their country, to the 
mountain tribes. May the Lord 
hasten this in his own time and 
Way. 

“ The Chiefs and Effendis of 
the Tartars, who live to the 
north west of us, have had sev- 
eral meetings, to take the affairs 
of religion into consideration. 
and seem determined to do eve- 
ry thing in their power to op- 
pose our influence. They have 
made several laws against those 
who do not attend prayers at the 
muschid, {place of worship,) and 
appointed a few of their num- 
ber to visit the villages, in or- 
der that these laws may be en- 
forced. According to their 
present notions, the true signs 
of piety are, attending prayers 
at the -Muschid, wearing a 
beard, and a white turban. ‘The 





common people are much in- 


| timidated, but they both see and 


consider the violence that is of- 
fered them. About 60 young 
men, in a village called Kang- 
ly, six versts from us, are 
learning to be priests; and 
Keckshe, the Effendi, is one of 
their teachers. 

“ The Directors, it is proba- 
ble. will be disposed, like us, to 
conclude, that these coercive 
measures of the chiefs are no 
proofs of the stedfastness of 
the people in their present 
faith. f they had not just rea- 
sons for suspecting Christian 
principles to be gaining ground 
among them, it is not likely 
that they would trouble them- 
selves much about their reli- 
gious welfare. Several of the 
k:ffendis have complained to us, 
that they do not meet with the 


same respect from the people, 


which they formerly did. We 
have repeatedly been told, that 
we are often the subject of con- 
versation among all ranks. 

** Several letters have been 
received from Kategerry. He 
wrote to Mr. Brunton, that Son- 
na children of ten or twelve 
years of age, could be ransom- 
ed from the Ashukbashes, for 
80 or 90 silver rubles each ;— 
that a man from Georgia, with 
his family. wished to come and 
join our settlement ; and that 
he had preached the gospel to 
the Tartars in that quarter, who 
shewed little opposition to it. 
Mr. Brunton has written to 
him, desiring him to send some 
person to the Sonna country, 
and sending a number of que- 
ries respecting them, which he 
would wish to have answered. 
Toenable him to do so, there 
was also sent to him a line, in 
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the Russian language, that he 
might obtain from his colonel 
an advance of 200 rubles, if that 
should be found necessary. 

«“ The governor, and the lieu- 
tenant-general Poushkin, visit- 
ed us last month. They were 
friendly to us, and seemed pleas- 
ed with the printing. The gov- 
ernor said, that it was a good 
work, and that, if we chose, he 
would assist us in circulating 
any thing that we printed. He 
made several enquiries about our 
children, desired them to be bro’t 
before him ; and both he and 
the general were pleased when 
the children read to them a few 
verses of the bible. They also 
enquired after Jellorum, and 
said, that Haji Ismael would 
have toreturn him tous. The 
general urged us to begina 
manufactory of coarse cloth, and 
promised us every assistance ; 
but as we have no person here 
who could conduct such a busi- 
ness, we did not think it pru- 
dent tosay much about it to him. 
We think, however, that if such 
a thing could be established, it 
would be of great advantage to 
the settlement, as the children 
might be allemployed in spin- 
ning, and doing other things a- 
bout the weaving. Yet the 
plague making its appearance 
in the country, might render it 
difficult to procure wool for the 
purpose. 

“ The printing was re-com- 
menced about the beginning of 
last month, and is still going on. 


The gospel according to Luke. 


is finished, and John is in the 
press. Messrs. Galloway and 
Macalpine were employed at 
the press, but the latter has 
been obliged to discontinue it 
en account of a pain in his 
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breast. Mr. Engelhardt was 
hired to assist at it, last week, at 


25 rubles per month. 


“ We are often visited by a 
considerable number of the na- 
tives, who hear with seeming 
patience what we say about re- 
ligion ; but none of them have 
as yet discovered any serious 
concern for their souls, though 
they appear to admit that Ma- 
hommedism is false. There 
are, at present, nearly 20 na- 
tives working about the settle- 
ment. Last winter, many of 
them often attended, when the 
children were examined; but 
the days being now longer, they 
are, in general, tired by night, 
and go early torest.” 


——- + oe 


London Missionary Society. 
Ceylon. 


THE Directors have receiv- 
ed a letter from their missiona- 
ary, Mr. Palm, dated Tillipally, 
Feb. 9, 1810 ; from which thé 
following is an extract : 

‘In the arduous but divine 
work in which we are engaged 
among this people, we derive 
our daily support and encourage- 
ment from the great and sure 
promises of our God :— My 
word shall not return unto me 
void,’ &c. says the Lord. This, 
and such like: declarations are 
refreshing to our hearts, under 
the trials and opposition we 
have to struggle with, and in 
seeing that the word of salvation 
seems to prevail so little on the 
hearts of our fellow-creatures.— 
We have frequently been dis- 
appointed in our pleasing ex- 
pectations of some, whose hearts 
seemed to be moved by the pro- 
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clamation of the love of God, 
revealed in his only begotten 
Son. It was a refreshment to 
us ; we felt our hearts encour- 
aged to pray more fervently for 
them, that the Lord would be 
pleased to make his word more 
fully unto them, as a ‘ fire and 
as a hammer ;’ but alas! with 
heartfelt grief we observed, that 
even those who promised, with 
tears in their eyes, no longer to 
reject the word of life, and to 
forsake their idols of wood and 
stone, being convinced that they 
could not profit them, forsook 
us ; and when I afterwards met 
them, and kindly remonstrated 
with them, shewing them that 
by their conduct they offended 
God, and deceived their own 
souls, they would reply, ‘ We 
are Tamulers, and do right in 
living according to the custom 
of our country. Our bramins, 
who are holy men, in great fa- 
vor with God, assure us that our 
state, alter this life, will be far 
more happy than that of many 
Christians, who are the disturb- 
ers of our happiness here. Our 
forefathers lived in peace and 
plenty in this country ; but since 
the Christians captivated us, we 
have lost our happiness !’—Such 
is the influence of the bramins! 
In answer to their objections, I 
mention the invaluable benefits 
which God has bestowed upon 
them since they were under a 
Christian government ; and re- 
mind them, that their forefathers 
did not live in peace ; but were 
frequently at war among them- 
selves, and wiih their neighbors 
the Cingalese, &c.—that they 
robbed and killed one another in 
quarrels,——that they had no such 
protection for themselves and 
their property as they now have 
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under a Christian government, 
by which good order prevails 
among them; and that they 
would derive important benefits 
if they have endeavored to an- 
swer the intentions of the gov- 
ernment, &c. 

‘I am obliged frequently to 
discourse with them in this man- 
ner; and certainly it might be 
much better with them if it were 
not for the stumbling-blocks oc- 
casioned by the conduct of some 
Christians. O dear brethren, 
remember this mission in your 
fervent prayers, that the word 
of truth may prevail in spite of 
all the hindrances and obstacles 
which oppose it ; and which are 
more than [ am able to describe.’ 

Mr. Palm informs the direc- 
tors, that he has succeeded so 
far as to erect a school ; con- 
taining, at present, 20 boys ; of 
whom some have made a good 
progress in learning, and in the 
knowledge of the gospel. 

At Jaffna town, Mr. Palm says 
the word is heard with general 
attention. He preaches there 
sometimes on the Sabbaths ; 
but chiefly on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, and sometimes cate- 
chises the children ; in which 
exercise he feels much satisfac- 
tion. 

On the whole island of Ceylon 
there is now only one Dutch 
minister, viz. at Columbo: so 
that the greatest part of the 
Dutch Christians are totally des- 
titute of the word, and are re- 
duced toa very miserable state : 
but Brother Ehrdardt is useful 
in the instruction of the Chris- 
tians and their children at Ma- 
tura. 

By the same letter the direc- 
tors are informed, that Mr. Rin- 
geltaube resides at Fort Oodag- 
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herry, in Travancore, where he 
had established six small con- 
gregations ; and is greatly en- 
couraged by English gentlemen, 
who are friends of Christianity. 


——ee > 


Translation of the Scriptures in- 
to the Eastern Languages. 


[No modern event is more interest- 
ing to the building up of Christ’s 
kingdom in the world, than the 
recent translation of the Holy 
Scriptures into many of the East- 
ern Languages. We have before 
promised our readers to give 
them a faithful account of this 
work as it proceeds. We now 
give them a second Memoir from 
the good men engaged in this bu- 
siness, addressed to their Chris- 
tian brethren in Europe and A- 
merica, It will clearly appear 
that further pecuniary assistance 
is necessary. Who that loves 
our Lord Jesus Christ can deny 
his liberal aid ?] Ep. 


A second Memoir of the state of 
the Translations, in a letter to 
the Secretary. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


TWO years have nearly e- 
lapsed since we laid before you 
and our fellow Christians in Bri- 
tain and America, the state of 
those translations in which we 
were engaged. We now pro- 
ceed to give a second statement, 
describing the progress of the 
work during these two years 
past ; in doing which we shall 
adhere to the order laid down 
in the first. 

1. The Bengalee comes first 
then before us ; respecting 
which, we have the satisfaction 
of stating, that after fifteen years 





Translation of the Scriptures. 57 


labor, the whole of the Scrip- 
tures is completed in this lan- 
guage. To the God of mercy 
we desire to offer our grateful 
acknowledgements ! 

As it affords opportunity for 
farther improvement in the tran- 
slation, we may observe, that a 
third edition of the Bengalee 
New Testament in foliois print- 
ing, principally to be used in 
public worship. We print only 
an hundred copies. 

2. In the Orissa language the 
New Testament is printed, and 
nearly the whole of the book of 
Psalms. The New Testament 
contains 976 pages in octavo ; 
and the expence attending this 
edition of 1000 copies, including 
paper, wages, wear of types, &c. 
&c. amounts to about 3500 ru- 
pees, or £. 437. 

It may not be esteemed irre- 
levant to the subject, if we add, 
that providence appears to be 
opening a way for the distribu- 
tion of the sacred volume in that 
district, by raising up one of our 
brethren, who was born in this 
country, and has labored nearly 
two years with much accept- 
ance in Bengal, and inclining 
him to devote himself to the 
work of the Lord in Orissa. He 
is now in a course of instruction 
relative to the language,of which 
on account of its near affinity 
with the Bengalee, a few months 
will probably put him in posses- 
sion. 

3. In the Zedinga language the 
New Testament waits to be re- 
vised and printed, the whole be- 
ing translated, and a beginning 
made in the Old Testament. 

4. In the Kernata language 
the progress is nearly the same 
as in the Telinga; the New 
Testament being ready for revi- 
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sion, and a commencement made 
inthe Old. In our last Me- 
moir we mentioned that the al- 
phabets of these two jast coun- 
tries are so nearly allied, as to 
require only the addition of a 
letter or two to the Telinga, in 
order to adapt it to the Ker- 
nata. These additions to the 
Telinga we can easily make our- 
selves. 

5. Relative to the Guzerattee, 
circumstances principally of a 
pecuniary nature, have compel- 
led us to put a stop to the print- 
ing of the New Testament for 
the present, and to slacken in 
the work of translation*. 

6. In the Mahratia language, 
circumstances not greatly dissi- 
milar have compelled us to pro 
ceed slowly with regard to print- 
ing. The four gospels how- 
ever are nearly printed off, and | 
we have now a hope of being 
enabled to make better progress. 
It was observed in our last state- 
ment, that the whole ofthe New 
Testament was translated into 
this language, and part of the 
Old. 

7. The operation of the same 
circumstances has also affected 
the printing of the New Testa- 
ment in the Hindoost’hanee lan- 
guage. We have been enabled 
however to complete the better 
half of it, and hope soon to be 
able to finish the whole. The 
call for the New Testament in 
this language is constantly in- 
creasing, and we have reason 
to believe, the version will be 
generally understood. 


— 


* The liberal contributions which 
have been lately made, and remitted, 
from the north of Britain, from the 
Bible Society, and from America, 
will, we trust, remedy this incon- 
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8. The Punjabee, or language 
of the Seeks. The whole New 
Testament waits for revision. 
A fount of types is completed in 
this character, and a commence- 
ment made in the printing. 

9. The Sungskrit.—IJn our 
last we acquainted you with our 
having begun a translation in 
this extensive, copious, and 
highly venerated language. We 
can now add that the whole of 
the New Testament is printed 
off, and that we have proceeded 
as far as the middle of Exodus 
in printing the Old. The New 
Testament contains somewhat 
more than 600 quarto pages, 
and the expence of printing this 
edition of six hundred copies, 
(which in our last was by mis- 
take said to be a thousand) has 
been about 4000 rupees, or 
4.500. Both the translating and 
the printing of the Old Testa- 
ment are advancing with a con- 
siderable degree of vigor. 

10. Relative to the Burman. 
Our brother Chater and F, Ca- 
rey are assiduous in studying 
the language. The former has 
begun translating, and the latter 
was about to commence. Under 
the direction of our Burman 
pundit, we have cuta neat fount 
of Burman types ; so that every 
thing is ready for printing as 
soon as our brethren shall feel 
warranted to send any part of 
the Scriptures to the press. 

11. Relative to the Chinese.— 
The encouragements given to 
the study of this language by 
three of our youths, have not 
only contributed to their profi- 
ciency, but, with other circum- 
stances, have tended to accele- 
rate the translation. Provi- 
dence has furnished us with a 





venience. 


Chinese foundery, if it may be 
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so termed. More than eigh- 
teen months ago we began to 
employ under Chinese superin- 
tendence, certain natives of 
Bengal, for many years accus- 
tomed to cut the patterns of 
flowers used in printing cottons. 
and have found them succeed 
beyond expectation. The deli- 
cate workmanship required in 
their former employ fits them 
for cutting the stronger lines of 
the Chinese characters, when 
they are written, and the work 
superintended by a Chinese ar- 
tist*. 

Some months ago we began 
printing a newly revised copy of 
the gospel by Matthew, to the 
middle of which we are nearly 
advanced. The difficulty of af- 
terwards correcting the blocks 
causes us to advance with slow 
and careful circumspection. The 
whole New ‘estament will be 
printed in octavo, on a size re- 
sembling that of Confucius, so 
common, and so highly venera- 
ted among the Chinese. Two 
pages are cut on one block. 
When printed off, the page is 
folded, so as to have the two 
blank sides inward, in the man- 
ner of the Chinese. The blocks 
are made of the wood of the 
Tamarind tree. 

We have retained another 
learned Chinese (at £.4 per 


_ * Of the execution, the public 
in India have ere now had an op- 
portunity of judging, by the appear- 
ance of the first volume of Confu- 
cius, printed with an English trans- 
lation, and commentary, in a quar- 
to of 724 pages ; and which atthe 
time of this Memoir being drawn 
up (namely August 1809) waited 
enly for a preliminary dissertation 
on the language. few copies 
without the dissertation, have arri- 
ved in England. 





month, besides his board, &c.) 
to superintend the cutting of the 
characters, and to examine the 
translation with brother Marsh- 
man. After brother M. has 
gone through it in various ways 
with Mr. Lassar, he carefully 
examines it again with this 
learned Chinese alone, causing 
him to read it, and give his 
idea of the meaning of every 
sentence and character. As he 
has not the least previous ac- 
quaintance with the sense of the 
passage (not understanding Eng- 
glish) brother M. has an oppor- 
tunity of marking the least de- 
viation from the original, and of 
canvassing such passages anew 
with Mr. Lassar, which is done 
previously to their being writ- 
ten for engraving. As this man 
boards with us, he has no con- 
nection with Mr. Lassar ; and 
indeed from a disposition com- 
mon to the generality of the 
Asiatics, he is sufficiently dis- 
posed to find fault with his work 
if opportunity offers. This how- 
ever is kept within due bounds 
by brother M’s examining the 
dictionary with him for every 
character to which he ascribes a 
sense different from that in 
which it is used in the copy un- 
der revision. In the translation 
of the New Testament we are 
advanced to the epistle to the 
Ephesians. 

12. Such is the state of the 
translations at the present time. 
In reviewing it you will perceive 
that in the Bengalee, the work 
is completed ; in Sungskrit and 
Orissa, the New Testament is 
printed, and a commencement 
made in the Old; in Mahratta 
and Hindoost’hanee, the New 
Testament is nearly half print- 


ed; in Guzerattee, Punjabee, and- 
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Chinese, a beginning only is 
made in the printing ; in the 
Telinga and Kernata, the New 
Testament waits for revision ; 
and in Burman, we have types 
prepared, and a translation com- 
menced. 

13. Previously to our sending 
the last Memoir, we had com- 
pleted founts of ‘yfes in the 
Bengalee, Nagree, Orissa, and 
Mahratta characters, besides the 
fount of Persian which we re- 
ceived from England. To these 
three more have since been add- 
ed ; namely, the Punjabee, the 
Chinese, and the Burman. 


[ To be continued. | 
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ORDINATION. 


On Wednesday the 21st Nov. 
last, the Rev. Joun CuesTer 
was ordained to the work of the 
Gospel Ministry, by the Pres- 
bytery of Columbia, and instal- 
led Pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church and congregation 
of the city of Hudson. The 
Rev. Samuel Blatchford, D. D. 
of Lansingburg, Moderator of 
the Presbytery, made the intro- 
ductory Prayer, and preached 


1810. 





the Sermon. The Rev. Mr. 
Coe, of Troy, presided—made 
the consecrating Prayer, and 
gave the Charge to the Candi- 
date. ‘he Rev. Mr. Porter, of 
Catskill, addressed and charg- 
ed the People. And the Rey. 
Mr. Keyes, of Sandy Lake, made 
the concluding Prayer. 

A large and profoundly atten- 
tive audience witnessed how 
deeply they were interested in 
the exercises. We do not re- 
collect to have heard any per- 
formance, on a similar occasion, 
more truly and appropriately 
excellent, nor to have witnessed 
a more solemn scene. The 
singers, led by Mr. L. Steel, 
performed their Music with 
much taste and propriety. And 
every part of the exercises,while 
they solemnized every mind, 
appeared to infuse joy into eve- 
ry heart. A copy of the Ser- 
mon, which was uncommonly 
excellent and impressive, has 
been solicited by the Trustees 
for publication. We hope and 
trust it will be obtained, that 
those who heard, and those who 
were prevented from partici- 
pating in that pleasure, may be 











Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


entertained with its perusal. 


Nov. 15. Rev. William Lockwood, collected in new set- 


tlements, . alae 


‘ ' - « $3 46 


17. Rev. Abel Flint, avails of Evangelical Magazine, 106 12 
24. Simon Waterman, collected in new settlements, 4 82 
Dec. 25. Peter B. Gleason, avails of Evangelical Maga- 


zine, . . e . . 







ERRATUM. 


642 00 


$756 40 


Vol. III. page 400, for Rev. Thomas Mather Colton, read 


Mrs. Martha Colton of Bolton. 
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